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Dear Friends, 

  Greetings to you!  What a joy it is to write in this space for the first time.  My family and I are profoundly thankful for our 

reception.  You thought of every detail down to soap and a cup for pens on the mantle in our temporary quarters.  We have 

simply been awash in your cards, well wishes and support.   

  Without question St. Michael understands óhaleô and Iôve watched you in action for the ófarewellô part too.  Hospitality, a 

key feature of Jesusô in-breaking kingdom is well evidenced here.  As Iôve been emphasizing with the staff, ópeople encounter 

the welcoming presence of Christ, the moment they set foot onto our campusô.  From beautifying the property to greeting a 

smiling face at the door to a warm reception in the school on Monday morning, St. Michael gives the world good reason to 

ócome and seeô.  Why?  Simply put, Jesus is here!   

  At the outset of my ministry, I am spending a good deal of time listening.   Coming up to speed quickly equals clear com-

munication.  I need a good grasp of both our history and hopes for the future as we move forward together.   

You have come so far and accomplished much in a relatively short time.  How you have gotten here is a remarkable witness 

to the Spirit at work among you; great pastoral leadership, a dedicated staff, insightful lay leadership, a very gifted commu-

nity, a óget óer doneô attitude and flat out hard work.   

  As we move into August, the image of Jesus traveling by boat will continue.  For us, this is a metaphor of Jesusô presence 

in the Church.  Many sanctuaries are designed with this in mind.  In the Roman tradition the worship space is from the Latin 

for ship, ónavisô or nave.  The rafters resemble the ribs of a shipsô frame.   

  It is an ancient Christian symbol.  The Church is tossed on the sea of disbelief, worldliness and persecution finally reach-

ing safe harbor with its cargo of human souls.  The biblical imagery is extended from the ark saving Noah's family during the 

Flood (1 Peter 3:20-21).  I am also reminded of the hymn,  

Jesus savior pilot me  

over lifeôs tempestuous seaô 

unknown waves before me roll, 

hiding rock and treacherous shoal 

chart and compass come from thee. 

Jesus Savior pilot me. 

  To be sure, I have come aboard a fine vessel with a well trained and gifted crew.  Together we have been called to an ex-

citing mission.  The course is being charted and He is among usé right here in the boat! é right here at St. Michaelé  

ñAnd those in the boat worshipped him saying  

truly you are the Son of God.ò Mt. 14.33 

  As you sail each day, I invite you to pray for the mission and ministry of St. Michael.  Pray for the staff, lay leaders and 

pastors as we make provisions for the journey. 
 

Blessings along the Way!  Pastor Rob 

Dates: August 4 th  ð 8th  

Time: 5:30 PM -  7:45 PM  

"Save the Date"  
Pastor Robôs installation at St. Michael 
will be Sunday, September 28th - St. 
Michael Sunday - at 3 p.m.  Pastor Wil-
liam Trexler of First Lutheran, Norfolk, will preach 
and there will be a reception following the installa-
tion service.  It will be a big day for the congregation 
so please save the date.  More details to follow. 

MINISTRY FAIR IS COMING!  

WHAT:  Ministry Fair  

WHEN:  Sunday mornings, 8/10 & 8/17
 

WHERE:  Fellowship Hall  

Come and see how God is pouring out 
His love in many ways through the wide 

variety of ministries at St. Michael. Come and see how you 
can experience the joy of sharing the unique time and tal-
ents God has given you.  Come learn how you can be a 
blessing to others by sharing Godôs love through one of the 
many ministries of St. Michael Church! 

TIME & 
TALENTS 
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FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

HELP ST. MICHAEL ñGO GREENò 

 
We continue to try to find ways to help make 
St. Michael more environmentally friendly.  
The aluminum can recycling continues to be 
a great successï save those cans and place them in the con-
tainer located in the fenced area beside the parking lot for recy-
cling. 
 

Using email allows us to save on both paper and postage ï we 
hope to provide the newsletter and reminders to those that re-
quest them via email.  If youôd like to receive your church 
communications by email, please email Sharon Long in the 
church office ( admin@stmichaelvb.org ) with your correct 
email address and email preferences.  
 

Another area you can help save paper is by using the auto-
mated Simply Giving program for your offering instead of enve-
lopes.  Information on how to sign up for Simply Giving is 
on the welcome center in the entrance area OR can be ob-
tained from Sharon Long in the church office (427 -5088).  
 

All of us working together can make a big difference and help to 
make our environment a ñgreenerò place. 

  

Parish Staff  
 

  Rob Cosmas - Lead Pastor 
  Chris Bowen, Pastor 
  Michael Burke, Minister of Music 
  Roger Whittaker,  Dir. Church Operations 
  Sharon Long,  Minister of Admn. &  
   Lay Ministry Svc. 
  Tom Darling, Church Sexton 
  Fran Sneath, Preschool Director 
 

 Congregational Council  
 

  Jodi Cox, Congregational Support 
  Aaron Fuller, Youth 
  Deane Hennett, Finance  
  Peter Lauridsen, Treasurer 
  Cheryl Matyas, Fellowship  
  Karen Moyer, Pres. and Worship & Music 
  Carol Pilgrim, Social Ministry 
  Doug Seymour, Technology  
  Ralph Sroufe, Long Range Planning 
  Judy Timm, Spiritual Formation 
  George Wadzita, Stewardship 
  Ann Walls, Secretary and  Seniors 
 

 Trustees  
 

  Ken Allen 
  Jon Tamayo 
  Roger Whittaker 
 

 Other Ministries  
 

  Alice Clark, Prayer Ministry & Newsletter 
  Steve Jackson, Social Ministry Co-chair 
  Joanna Lauridsen,  Fellowship Co-chair 
  Jackie Whittaker, Preschool 

ST. MICHAEL VIDEO PRODUCTION  
The Video Production Team will be producing a short video (2 min.) and a longer (20-30 
min.) video on the history, current ministries, and vision for continuing to accomplish 
Godôs mission through our congregation. The longer video will be used for orienting new 
and prospective members to Welcome  and help Connect  them to the congregationôs 
various ministries. The shorter video will be for Inviting  others to Come and See Godôs 

Love in Action here. The initial Video Production meeting was held on May 13th. The attendees introduced their 
interest and expertise, provided valuable inputs and raised important topics for planning and consideration.  

We need  your pictures  (digital photos preferred, but prints can be scanned) and video clips  of past ministry ac-

tivities such as Vacation Bible School, ground breaking for the sanctuary, and various ministry activities. These 

will be organized and cataloged for future editing. Volunteers of all ages are also needed  with a variety of skills, 

talents, and gifts to accomplish the many tasks (researching, writing, directing, interviewing, videotaping, photo-

graphing, editing, and organizing images to name just a few) required to complete this major effort. The produc-

tion team will be meeting and working together 9:45 am to 10:45 am, Sundays through the end of August. 

You are invited to drop in and be a part!   Or contact George Wadzita at 689-8322 if you are interested in sup-

porting this effort.  

ñHELLO, MY NAME ISéé..ò 
 

Thank you to all the congregation members 

who have been diligently wearing their NAME 
TAGS ï itôs a HUGE help to Pastor Rob & Janelle 
as they get to know all the members of St. Michael. If you are 
an adult or confirmed youth member of St. Michael and do not 
have a name tag, have lost yours or have worn yours to death 
and need a new one, please email Sharon Long in the church 
office at admin@stmichaelvb.org or call her at 427-5088 and 
sheôll make sure you have a name tag. 

mailto:admin@stmichaelvb.org
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Rally Day - Sept.7th!!  
At St. Michael right after 2nd Service. Good 

food, fellowship and fun.  Watch for more 

information and sign - up posters!  

CALLING ALL ADULTS!!!   
HUNGRY COWS NEED YOU!   
 
If you are looking for a great way 
to get to know some of our young 
people, or for them to get to know 
you, your family or your ministry 
here at St. Michael, there are 15 
opportunities to share Godôs love 
by feeding the COWS this fall!   
 

Each Wednesday, the Lutheran 
Youth Fellowship (senior high) of 
St. Michael gathers for a meal, 
fun and faith-centered activities.  
And each week, individuals, families, and ministries 
give their time and love by preparing a meal for these 
hungry bovine faith-walkers!   
 

If God has put it on your heart to minister with a 
meal, please contact Juliet Hutchens 375-1521 cot-
tagebydasea@yahoo.com or sign-up sheet & dates 
posted on the LYF bulletin board outside Pastor 
Chrisôs office) 

Music at St. Michael    
                                         

Jesus said, ñI am the bread of life, he who comes 
to me shall not hunger.ò  The hymn we sing dur-
ing Communion, ñI Am the Bread of Lifeò, reminds 
us how we are strengthened and nourished by 
Jesus.  Remember to come for pre-worship sing-
ing fifteen minutes before the beginning of each 
morning service during the summer.  We sing 
requests from the red ELW.    
 

August is the last month of summer before we get 
back into our fall program.  During this month 
there are opportunities for individual church mem-
bers to share their gifts during the worship ser-
vices.  Please also consider learning the leader 
parts that our pastors sing during the Kyrie at the 
beginning of the service.  This part of our worship 
is a great way to share your gift in music ministry.  
If you are interested in sharing, please contact 
Sharon in our church office or our music minister 
(Michael Burke).    New children or adults who are 
interested in making a commitment to sharing the 
gift of music with our congregation can contact 
the church office or send an e-mail to our music 
minister at vaburke4@verizon.net.  There will also 
be choir registration forms to fill out during our 
ministry fair and also will eventually be placed on 
our church website.  At our fair in August, there 
will be people to answer questions about music 
ministry.   Childrenôs choir members should look 
for their choirs to begin on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10 at 6:15 PM.  Senior choir begins on 
Wednesday, August 20 at 7:30 PM.  Keep an eye 
on the information board in the fellowship hall or 
on the boards in the choir room for announce-
ments and calendars. I am very excited about 
new music and choirs back in the choir loft.  This 
ministry leads our congregation in song and al-
lows our members to share the gift of music for 
Godôs glory.   
 

ñLet the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And what-
ever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.ò  Col. 3:16-17 
   

May God Bless,  
Michael Burke 
Minister of Music 

Adult Christian Education  
Aka: Sunday School  

One of the exciting opportunities for Adult Christian 
Education will be a series of classes, each lasting 
between 5-10 weeks taught by Ralph Sroufe.  The 
topics are: 

Discover the Bible! 

Discover Jesus! 

Discover Christianity! 

Discover being a Lutheran 1 

Discover being a Lutheran 2 

Get excited! Get Involved! 
This fall get into DISCOVERY!  

No experience required. 
These are great segments for the newly churched, 

adults who never attended Sunday School as a 
child, or anyone who wants a refresher course on 

the basics. 
Come join us & DISCOVER! 

 

Watch the bulletin for other  
Adult Christian Education opportunities.  

http://us.mc625.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cottagebydasea@yahoo.com
http://us.mc625.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cottagebydasea@yahoo.com

