
 

 

 
After Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, ñWhere is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.ò 

St. Michael, A blessed New 
Year and Epiphany to you!  We 
stand on the threshold of a new 
year.  We stand as the Wise 
men did so long ago! 
 

When I have looked the Nativ-
ity scene with the wise men just 
standing there in 
t h e  b a c k -
groundéthey 
have always 
looked, well 
frozen.  But this 
year, I am awed 
by just how much theyôve been 
on the move.  In fact, the last 
thing you can say about them 
is that they were standing still. 
 

They traveled from the East 
following the light of the star, 
they came to the Holy Family 
with gifts in hand to pay hom-
age and then they headed 

home to share all they had 
seen!  We may be left with a lot 
of questions about who these 
men were, but we can say with 
certainty, they were not known 
for standing still! 
 

St. Michael, as we move into 
Epiphany it becomes clear, 
Jesus is not standing still!  Eve-
rywhere I look Jesus is on the 
move preaching, teaching, 
inviting, giving, healing, pray-
ing, worshipping.  Our Epiph-
any lessons reveal it and so 
does our life together as the 

body of Christ in 
Virginia Beach. 
 

As we enter this 
New Year, St. Mi-
chael, we are not 
only still standing, 
we are not stand-

ing still.  We are preaching, 
teaching, inviting, giving, heal-
ing, praying, and worshipping 
here, in our community, 
throughout our nation and 
across the globe.  We start the 
year with our new Staff called 
and in place, with new Council 
leaders in place and with a 
renewed call from Jesus to be 

reaching out to 
all with Godôs 
Good News and 
Love.   
 

E p i p h a n y 
makes it clearé
there is no standing still with 
Jesus and so, St. Michael, I 
invite each of you to Come and 
Behold Jesus in worship each 
week in 2010, to come and 
share your gifts, your talent, 
your time, so living together we 
can stand up this New Year 
and shine the Light of Christ 
into the world.  I stand in awe 
of all the places yawl will shine 
the light of Jesus in the World 
in 2010. 
 

So hold on tight, with Jesusô 
Light in us, there is no standing 
stilléinto a NEW YEAR of 
Godôs Mission and Ministryé
ready ,  se t ,  here  we 
gooooooooo!   
 

Ever thankful to God for the gift 
of Jesus and You, 

Dove Tales by Pastor Chrisé.. Special points of interest:  

¶ Save the date! - page 2 

¶ ñPlease do - Please donôtò - page 
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¶ Music Retreat - January 9 

¶ Double Farm Fresh receipts -  
see page 3 

Calling all Ladies of St. Michael - Dec. 30!é.. 

All St. Michael ladies 
are invited to attend a 
Potluck Dinner and Or-
nament Exchange on 
Wednesday, December 
30 at 6:00 pm.  This 
event is open to ALL 
ladies, Secret Angels, 
Thursday Night Ladies 
and any other ladies 

who would like to partici-
pate in an evening of 
fun, fellowship and good 
food.  Itôs the perfect 
opportunity to órechargeô 
our batteries after all the 
busy days of Christmas 
and a wonderful way to 
close out the year with 
your sisters-in-the-Lord. 

Bring a dish to share 
and a wrapped orna-
ment to exchange.  For 
more information con-
tact Theresa at 
Torr@vbgov.com or call 
the church office. 

J A N U A R Y   2 0 1 0  

S T.   M I C H A E L   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H 
 

T  H  E     M  E  S  S  E  N  G  E  R  
 

CELEBRATING THE EPIPHANY and THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 

2 Council President 

2 Dir. Of Faith Development 

2 Happy Anniversary 

2 Save the Date 

3 Farm Fresh Receipts 

3 Social Ministry News 

3 Take Note 

4 Seminarian News 

4 Youth News 

5 Happy Birthday 

5 Please do - Please don't 

5 Worship Gift Sponsorships 

5 Young Adult Fellowship 

6 Kids Fun Page 

6 Recipe of the Month 

7 Book Signing 

7 Christmas Baskets Photos 

7 Eagles Photos 

7 Men's Ministries 

8 Ladies Ministries 

8 Prayer Ministry 

9 Those Who Serve 

10 Calendar 

11 Festus, the Church Mouse 

11 God's Vision for SMLC 

11 Staff & Volunteers 

Inside this issue:  



2 

THE MESSENGER  JANUARY 2010 

community of faithfulness, pres-
ence and joy!  It is a blessing to 
serve in your midst!  
Godôs peace to you,  
 

Juliet Hutchens 
Director of Faith Development    

HAPPY NEW YEAR! As I look 
back in the rearview mirror at 
2009, I thank you, St. Michael for 
being the hands and feet of Je-
sus!  What great ministry was 
accomplished, and what great 
things stretch out in front of us in 
2010!  Thank you for being a 

Interested in becoming an assist-

ing minister, lector OR commun-

ion assistant at St. Michael?  ALL 

ARE WELCOME. 

 

 

The next training will be Satur-
day, February 13, 2010 at 11 
a.m. in the sanctuary.  Please 
consider joining as one of our 
worship assistants ï itôs a re-
warding way to serve ï you wonôt 
regret it. 

Director of Faith Developmenté.. 

I thank the Lord and offer wel-
come and congratulations to 
each of our new council mem-
bers, Jackie Whittaker, Tina Allen 
and Tim Worst for three year 
terms, and Paul Lown, for a two 
year term.  Mike Eller is continu-
ing on council for a second term; 
and Ann Walls will be serving a 
six year term as Trustee. Council 
officers (President, Vice Presi-
dent, Treasurer, and Secretary) 
will be elected at the January 
Council meeting and installed at 
worship in January.  
  
The annual meeting of the con-
gregation will be held after each 
worship service on Sunday, 
January 17, 2010, at about 9:40 
am and 12:10 pm. The agenda 
for the annual meeting includes 
approval of the 2010 spending 

plan, several amendments to the 
congregationôs constitution, and 
any other business requiring the 
attention of the congregation. It is 
very important for each confirmed 
communing member to attend 
and vote on these matters. Child-
care will be provided. 
  
The church mortgage is financed 
by the ELCA Mission Investment 
Fund (MIF) and the interest rate 
is reviewed for adjustment every 
five years. Our new mortgage 
interest rate is increasing from 
5.25% to 6%, as of January 1, 
2010. This reflects a $780 per 
month increase in our mortgage 
payment, which has been fac-
tored into the council recom-
mended 2010 spending plan. Es-
tablished congregations, such as 
St. Michael, pay a higher interest 

rate to the MIF than new start/
mission congregations in order to 
reduce the financial burden of 
their new construction and initial 
furnishings. The remaining bal-
ance on the church mortgage is 
$1.19M, with equity of the prop-
erty estimated at over $2.5M. 
  
I thank each of you for your 
prayers and support for council 
and your involvement and sup-
port of our many ministries over 
the past year. It has been hum-
bling and exciting to experience 
the Holy Spirit working through 
our time of change and transition. 
You are blessed to be a blessing! 
  

George Wadzita 
Outgoing Council President 

Council Presidentôs Reporté.. 

Save The Dateé.. 

1 Ken and Yvonne Pladsen 

1 Mike and Charlene Young 

2 Rolando and Judy Timm 

3 Vince and Bette Marroletti 
10 Randy and Sharon Long 11 Randy & Beverly Theen 

12 Dick and Sandy Wiese 

17 Jim and Louise Gosma 

17 Rick and Pat Johnson 

23 Mike & Shawn Eller 
29 Tim and Kellie Hagen 

Happy Anniversary to youé.. 
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Take Noteé.. 
 

A Special Note of Thanks:  
Thank you to the each of the members of 
the Senior Choir for your contributions to 
Worship at St. Michael throughout 2009.  
Your Advent and Christmas offerings 
have heightened the joy and expectancy 
of the seasons.  We are all blessed by the gifts of 
time and talent that you have chosen to share. 
 Thank you also to each of the talented soloists who 
shared their musical expressions of faith during the 
extended preludes for each of the Christmas Eve 
Worship Services. 

You are invited!  
On Saturday morning, January 9th, there will be a 
half-day Senior Choir Retreat.  We are actively 
seeking both new and returning members for 2010 
and beyond.  We are also trying to accommodate 
those who canôt be out every Wednesday evening. 
  
We plan to have a short devotional followed by the 
introduction and rehearsal of new music for 2010.  
We also plan to have lots of fellowship and snacks 
throughout the morning.  There will be a surprise 
guest to lead us in some of the activities of the day. 
Are you curious?  If so, please plan to join us. 
 

All we need at this time is a checkmark in one of the 
boxes below.  Holly will contact you to answer your 
individual questions. 
 

Will you be able to join us?   
 
Yes     Next time   
 

  
 Name:   
 
 Email:   
 
 
 
 

Social Ministry Newsé.. 
 

We have had a very busy couple of months.  Thank 
you to all of the people who helped to make the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas basket projects yet an-
other success!  Thank you Sunday school kids for 
bringing in cranberry sauce and stuffing and to the 
congregation for generously bringing in donations for 
the rest!  We had several people who also took time 
out of their busy schedules to assemble and deliver 
the baskets as well.  We could not have done it with-
out everyoneôs help.  We were able to provide food 
for 65 families for the holidays.  Also, thank you to all 
the people who helped with the Angel Tree project as 
well.  We were able to provide gifts for many children 
from local schools.  A special thank you to Shawn 
and Mike Eller for leading this project and coordinat-
ing with the counselors at the schools.  Virginia 
Beach knows they can count on St. Michael to care 
for those in need.    
 
Food Pantry 
There has been a large increase in the number of 
families needing food.  Continue to bring in any items 
for the food pantry if possible. 
 
Pot Luck Dinner at the Pilgrims 
George and Carol Pilgrim will be hosting an Italian 
Pot Luck dinner to thank all the people on the social 
ministry team for their help and hard work during the 
very busy fall/winter season.  There will also be a 
brief planning meeting for the 2010 projects we want 
to do.  Save the date for Thursday, January 14th at 
6:30pm.   

Farm Fresh  

Receiptsé.. 
January is ñDouble Pointò 

month at Farm Fresh.  

Please bring in your Farm 

Fresh receipts and drop 

them off in the box pro-

vided in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Thanks! 

Any questions, please con-

tact the church office. 
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Youth Newsé.. 
 

LCF (LUTHERAN CHILDRENôS  
FELLOWSHIP/Elementary School)  

LCF & LCFjr! Saturday, Jan. 16th from 1p.m. until 
3p.m. Watch the big yellow bulletin board in the 
weeks to come for more information! Reminder:  Par-
ents of pre-schoolers coming to LCFjr are asked to 
stay with their child as it is a hands-on parent/child 
experience.   
 
***PARENTS OF 5TH, 6TH, 7TH & 8TH GRADERS!  
Chaperones & drivers are necessary for events out-
side of the Sunday School hour.  If you are willing to 
serve in either or both capacities, please sign up on 
the bulletin board or contact Juliet Hutchens.   
 

THANK YOUôS 
LCF/LCFjr Advent Gathering & the Holiday Wiiôathon!  
Thank you youth, college folks and parents for help-
ing with our two events this past month! It was a 
great afternoon of fellowship, faith and fun!  
 
5th & 6th graders!  Sign up for Seventh Day, March 12
-14th at Eagle Eyrie, Lynchburg, VA is right around 
the corner.  Grab a registration packet from the bulle-
tin board, have your parents complete it and return to 
the box outside Julietôs door, along with a check pay-
able to SMLC for $105 if registered before Feb. 5th!  
This is an overnight event for 5th & 6th graders as a 
great introduction to the community of youth across 
the Virginia Synod!  We arrive at about noon on Sat-
urday and leave early afternoon Sunday!  If inter-
ested, please see Juliet  
 

LMF (LUTHERAN MIDDLERôs  
FELLOWSHIP/middle school)  

HEADS UP!  NEXT CONFIRMATION RETREAT: 
Jan. 22nd & 23rd Be here before ya know it!  Good job 
on the sermon notes!  Keep óem coming! 
 
CONFIRMANDS & Middle School Youth:  Start sav-
ing your change!  SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY is on 
itôs way at the beginning of February!  Be here on 
Sunday, February 7th to collect soup pots of dona-
tions!  Stay tuned for more info! 

LYF (LUTHERAN YOUTH  
FELLOWSHIP/high school)  

COWS are back in the barn-
yard Jan. 6th.  Join us for a 
light snack supper and fel-
lowship Wednesday nights 
from 6:15-7:30 p.m.  
 
9th -12th graders Opportunity 
to Share:  We are looking for 
several of you to assist with 
the January LCF/LCFjr 
event as an outreach ministry from COWS to Kids!  J  
If you are interested, please sign up on the bulletin 
board or see Juliet for more information! 
 

IMPORTANT!   
9th -12th graders:  WINTER CELEBRATION, Jan. 22-
24th at Eagle Eyrie, Lynchburg, VA is right around the 
corner.  If you are signed up, please grab a registra-
tion packet from the bulletin board, complete it and 
return to the box outside Julietôs door, along with a 
check payable to SMLC for $150 IMMEDIATELY.  
THE LAST DAY TO TURN THESE IN IS JANUARY 
10TH!  
 

SAVE THE DATE  
For 30 Hour Famine February 26th & 27th!  PLAN-
NING MEETING January 9th from 1-3 in the youth 
room ï WE NEED STUDENTS on the planning team!  
Many of you signed up, so please mark this date 
down!  We are hosting this event for the Lutheran 
congregations from all around Tidewater!  It was a 
great event last year, and promises to be fantastic 
again this year!  We need your help, though, to make 
it happen!  
 

PARENTS OF HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH:   
Please watch the bulletin and your email inbox for an 
upcoming parent/student meeting/luncheon! 
 
Questions about any of the above listed events?  
Contact Juliet Hutchens via telephone at 427-5088 or 
email her at Juliet.dfd@stmichaelvb.org  

Feed  

Me 

A Note About Aaron DeBenedettoé.. 
 
Aaron has been approved by the Seminary and Synod to both Graduate and Seek a Call as pastor upon 

Graduation in May 2010.  Congratulations to our Seminarian, Aaron DeBenedetto! 

mailto:Juliet.dfd@stmichaelvb.org
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Please doé.. 
  
Slow down when entering the 
church parking lot, 
 

Follow the arrows when you 
enter or exit the parking lot, 
 

Turn the thermostat back to 
65º  when leaving the building, 
 

Make sure the choir room door is locked when you 
leave, 
 

Make sure the coffee pot is turned off when you leave, 
 

Rinse dirty dishes and put them in the dish washer, 
 

Thow out opened containers of food that draw ants, 
etc. 
 

Return keys to the kitchen key rack if you use them, 
 

Keep all doors to the sanctuary closed on Sunday 
morning. 
  

Please Do Noté.. 
  

Bring 
FOOD OR 

Worship Gift Sponsorships...  
 

You are invited to sponsor altar flowers, weekly bulle-
tins or sanctuary candles in honor of an event, to cele-
brate a family member, in memory of loved ones or to 
commemorate something special in your life. 
 
Altar flowers cost $30 per vase, weekly bulletin spon-
sorship is $25 per week, and sanctuary candle spon-

sorship is $30 per month. 
 
Please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall if 
youôd like to make a worship 
item gift.  Thank you for helping 
enhance our worship experi-
ence. 

Young Adult Fellowshipé.. 

Sunday, January 3rd, 7 p.m. Location TBA.  
Please plan to bring your favorite movie snack & 
soda/juice/water bottle.  Sign up today on the bul-
letin board in the fellowship hall or contact Juliet 
in the church office 427-5088 to receive more in-
formation. 

Happy Birthday to youé.. 

1 Ashely Gunkelman 

2 Debbie Nichols 

2 George Pilgrim 

3 Anna Rybat 

3 Audrey Kruse 

3 Lee Gold 

3 Katherine Dowdy 

3 Jonathan Duplessis 

4 Jessica McMillan 

4 Jimmy Pringle 

4 Justin Cashwell 

5 Becky Aggas 

6 Bryce Allen 

6 Marit & Mason Haugen 

7 Joanna Lauridsen 

7 Steven Hartman 

8 Debbie Brennaman 

9 Samantha Fuller 

9 Savannah Martin 

10 Debra Krystofiak 

10 Jacob Lucas 

10 Morgan Chapman 

10 Michael Wilson 

11 Brady Melville 

12 Katherine Plumley 

13 Jason Kaufman 

14 Bret LaRose 

14 Lacy Melville 

17 Amelia Egert 

19 Emily Kowalski 

19 Heather Holmes 

20 Ida Church 

22 John Creveling, III 

23 Rick Frailing 

25 Louise Gosma 

26 Jeff Brennaman 

26 Karen Seymour 

26 Patrick Johnson 

26 Rolando Timm 

27 Jill Blank 

28 David Schreiner 

28 Lauren Harrison 

29 Laurie Kliemann 

29 Mike Murden 

30 Patty Tomko 

31 Michael Tomko 


