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The light shines in the darkness  

and the darkness can never put it out!  John 1:5 
 

Welcome to the year 2009!  It is Epiphany, the time we 

reflect on the Light of the World born in Bethlehem and 

its affect on us.  As the Magi, the Wise Men, followed the 

light, they were not sure where they were headed only that 

God was calling them to come and see.  In Bethlehem they 

encountered a Light so powerful, it changed them forever. 
 

Or, as St. Matthew put it so simply, after opening their 

treasure chestsé   

òThey left for their own country by another wayó     

                                                 Matthew 2:12 
 

My sisters and brothers, this past yearéwe too were invited 

to follow the lightéto travel to places weõve not been to-

getheréyet in each of these new placeséwe discovered the 

Light of the World was there with us, for us and you 

opened your treasures chests: to minister to the hungry and 

the homeless; you cared for the hearts, minds and spirits of 

the children in our hands; you welcomed strangers to join 

Godõs mission and our church family; and you called a new 

pastor, what a gift we have in Pastor Rob. 
 

Yes, St. Michael you followed the Light in 2008 and its af-

fect is clear.  The Light has changed us for the better.  The 

darkness in the challenges of this past year could not put 

out the Light that shines here at the intersection of General 

Booth and Princess Anne.  Yes, the changes have strength-

ened us and I am enthused to see how Jesus reveals himself 

to us in 2009. Itõs clear to see your passion for mission and 

ministry continues to grow and I know nothing is impossi-

ble with Godõs help. 
 

So, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE IN õ09 before others that 
they may see our good works and glorify our Father in 
Heaven!  Hereõs to a New YearéTogether, we journey in 
faith, in hope, and in love! 
 

Ever thankful to God for all of you and all you do in his 
name, 
 

 
 
        Pastor Chris 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Service of Light  
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 
the LORD has risen upon you. Isaiah 60.1 

 

All are welcome as Lutherans from around the Tidewater 
join for a Service of Light on January 6

th
 at 7:00 p.m..  We 

begin with the Burning of the Greens and a Candlelight 
Procession to celebrate the revelation of Christ to all na-
tions.   Join us as we reflect upon the mystery of God 
made manifest using a contemplative form of worship for 
this Eucharist Service.   
 

January 6, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  
 

ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2208 PRINCESS RD. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 233456 
757 427-5088 

 

Refreshments Immediately Following  

St. Michael and Nimmo Methodist Choirs  
perform òAnd Glory Shown Aroundó Cantata 


