
 

 

THE MESSENGER  
St. Michael Lutheran Church  

òFor unto us a child is born, 

unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall 

be called Wonderful, Coun-

selor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace ò  Isaiah 9:6 

In this issue: 

 

 

Dove Tales by Pastor Chrisé.. 
Happy New Year!  What a gift to be givenéa New Year!   

Welcome to Advent 2009 , the beginning of the new Church 
Year. This year Lukeôs Account of the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ will help us unwrap in our worship and in 
our faith development the gift we have been given in Emmanuel, God in the 
Flesh. 

Our Sr. Choir under Holly Sunderlandôs direction is ready to lead us into the 
New Year with a Special Advent call to worship and our Director of Faith 
Development, Juliet Hutchens, has selected wonderful Advent Devotionals 
for individuals and families to unwrap the gift of Emmanuel.  This Advent, 
Luke unwraps the Lordôs Prayer (see Luke 11) for us as we pray, ñforgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.ò 

Yes, for me, none of the Gospel writers wrap up the story, the teachings 
and the gift we have been given in Jesus better than Luke.  It is an orderly 
and researched account and it starts with this simple account of Jesusô 
birth, laid out for all to see, 

òIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered... All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first-
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From Juliet Hutchens, Dir. of 

Faith Developmentéé 
 

YOUNG ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY  
 

Friday, Dec. 18 th from 6:00 p.m. ï 9:00 p.m.   
Semi-formal, bring an horsôdôoeuvre to share, bev-
erages will be provided.  Sign up today on the bul-
letin board in the fellowship hall or contact Juliet in 
the church office 427-5088 to receive more infor-
mation. 
 

HAVE YOU PICKED UP YOUR  
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL?   

 

We offer two different devotional books for your 
familyôs daily reflection this Advent season.  The 
first, entitled A Grand Miracle , is based on 
thoughts from C.S. Lewis, and is geared toward 
older children (high school & up), families and 
adults.  The second, called Wait for the Light , is 
written for families with younger children in mind.  
Please choose your Advent Devotional based on 
the make-up of your family according to the de-
scription above!  We invite you to gather together 
once a day during Advent as we prepare our hearts 
to receive the grand and miraculous gift of light 
awaiting us in the manger! 

Continued on page 8 

 

THE POINSETTIAS THAT DECORATE  
ST. MICHAEL THIS CHRISTMAS  

ARE GIVEN BY:  
 
 

Given By:_____________________________  

 

In Memory Of:_________________________  

 

In Honor Of:___________________________  

 

Other:________________________________  

 

Cost per poinsettia plant is $8.00  

 

Total number of plants gifted: __________  

 

Total amount given: $__________________  

 

 

POINSETTIA ORDERS need to be in  
the church office  

no later than Sunday, December 13   
 

Please make checks payable to  
St. Michael Lutheran Church  

 

born son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger , because there was no place for 
them in the inn,ò (Luke 2: 1, 3-7)      

 

For me, one can tell a lot about a gift just by the way it has been wrapped and where it has been laid.  As the 
Father of two (and another one wrapped up), itôs the gifts wrapped in the hand decorated paper bag and laid 
in the front of the tree that hold the greatest treasureégifts given from the heart.  I love to unwrap them and 
see what love has created and sent to me. 

St. Michael, what a joy it is to unwrap  the  gift  of Jesus Christ with you, because, as we unwrap the gift of 
God in the Flesh, Emmanuel, we unwrap a gift created and sent by Love.  This gift opens our eyes to see 
every man, woman and child is a gift from God and each one has a gift to share.  This is the heart of Godôs 
mission for us.  To be a people who simply help everyone unwrap the gift of Jesus and to provide them a 
safe place where they can learn to unwrap their gifts. 

St. Michael, May the Gift unwrapped in Bethlehem open our eyes and hearts to all the gifts we are sur-
rounded with this New Year!  O Come, O Come Emmanuel!  Join us as we unwrap the Gift every Sunday in 
Advent, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day too! 

Ever thankful to God for the gift of you, 

Pastor Chris Bowen 
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thank the Lord for Karen, Deane, Carol and each of our 
Council leaders who have served so faithfully through the 
changes and transition the past few years. Guided by the 
Holy Spirit, the new Congregation Council is prepared to 
lead the congregation in 2010 and beyond. Your prayers 
and support are needed and appreciated.  
 

I thank the Lord for all of you - our Pastor, our staff, our 
Council, ministry team leaders, and all the members of the 
Body of Christ at St. Michael!  In Christ Jesus, we are dis-
ciples sent to share Godôs good news and love with all 
people. I wish each of you a merry and Christ-filled Christ-
mas - you are blessed to be a blessing! 
 

Congregational Meetings  
A brief congregational meeting to elect four new council 
members will be held Sunday, December 13

th
. The annual 

congregational meeting to approve a spending plan, sev-
eral constitutional amendments, and conduct any other 
business will be held on Sunday, January 17

th
, 2010. 

 

Finances  
The Lord continues to provide sufficient resources for min-
istry at St. Michael. Overall year to date, income has ex-
ceeded expenses by about 1% and we are on track to fin-
ish 2009 in the black, with income for the year closely 
matching our expenses. Mortgage principal payments of 
$3,600 per month to the Mission Investment Fund have 
resumed. Our current mortgage interest rate is due for 
adjustment on January 1

st
 and is being negotiated. 

 

New Eagle Scout in Troop 14  
Congratulations to Brett Thomas of Boy Scout Troop 14 
for completing all requirements for Eagle Scout. Brettôs 
Eagle service project was to plan and oversee construc-
tion of a meditation garden at the Pendleton Child Service 
Center in Virginia Beach.  

From George Wadzita,  
 Council Presidentéé 
 

As Advent and a new church year begin, I am thankful for 
you and the many loving, faithful and enthusiastic mem-
bers of St. Michael. We are joined together with many 
other Christians as Christôs body, the Church.  
 

The congregation of St. Michael has been busy sharing 
Godôs good news and love. Coats, blankets, food, Sentara 
bingo night, and pennies for prescriptions are a few of the 
tangible ways our faith has been put into action. I thank 
the Lord for all who provided the food, prepared the boxes 
and delivered the more than 60 Thanksgiving boxes of 
food to families in need. The pantry and freezers all over-
flowed with food as it was collected and staged for the 
delivery. Many families will gather around their bountiful 
table this Thanksgiving and experience Godôs good news 
and love through your efforts! 
 

I thank the Lord for Roger Whittaker in his faithful service 
as Facilities Manager and Tom Darling, our Sexton. To 
highlight just a few of the many activities undertaken this 
fall, Roger repainted each of the office spaces, coordi-
nated re-carpeting the front office, and prepared Pastor 
Chrisô and Julietôs offices for them. Many of you have sup-
ported Roger in carrying out the myriad tasks that keep 
our campus in good repair and looking good. I thank the 
Lord for your support and service as well. 
 

Past Council President and Worship & Music Ministry 
Team Leader, Karen Moyer; Vice President and Finance 
Ministry Team Leader, Deane Hennett; Social Ministry 
Team Leader, Carol Pilgrim, and I are leaving Council at 
the end of our term this month. It has been a growth ex-
perience serving as your president this past year and I 

Congregational Supporté.. 
 

Welcome to the families who recently joined St. Michael.  We cannot wait to work alongside you in sharing 
the Good News with those in our community.  The Congregation Support Ministry Team is always looking for 
new team ministers to help support and care for the growing congregation at St. Michael.  A brief description 
of what our team does is to provide meals to families following surgery, illness, birth of baby, or death of a 
family member.  This ministry is known as the Comfort and Care Ministry team.  We also organize, setup and 
provide the food for funeral receptions.  We have a team of ladies who send sympathy, get-well, wedding, 
baptism, milestone birthday and encouragement cards.  We also have a prayer ministry team who prays 
daily for the concerns of our church family.  In August 2009, we formed a new Visitation Team which visits 
those recovering in the hospital or at home or those who are unable to get to church on a regular basis. 
 

I would like to invite everyone at St. Michael to get connected with this ministry team in some way.  You will 
be surprised how many of your brothers and sisters in Christ you will get to know better.  Being involved in 
this ministry will help you connect with the St. Michael family and will empower you to go out into the commu-
nity and let your light shine.  Please contact Jodi Cox at 689-2142 or BillandJodi@cox.net and sign up today.   
 

ñTherefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers.ò (Galatians 6:10) 

mailto:BillandJodi@cox.net
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Festus, the Church Mouseé.. 
The church is abuzz with activity this monthé.choirs and musicians practicing, volun-
teers decorating the church, packing up food baskets and childrenôs Christmas gifts. The 
children in Sunday School and Pre-school are busy making decorations and learning 
about the birth of Jesus. What a great spirit of Christmas can be felt here at St. Michael. 
I found a few greens and made a wreath for my little house. I even have a little tree with 
tiny lights on it. And the treats every Sunday morning are enough to put a big smile on 
my little mouse face!  Merry Christmas, St. Michael! 

Music Ministry Reporté. 
 

Share your gift of music.  
We are seeking soloists and ensem-

bles to provide special 
music during the Christmas Eve 
Services. Music may be vocal or 
instrumental; solo or ensemble; 
traditional or modern. Holly may 
be able to help you in your search 
for ñyourò perfect gift. Locate her 
between services or via email: 

landersun2@aol.com 
 

Curious about Senior Choir?  
Satisfy your curiosity by drop-
ping into a Wednesday night 
rehearsal (7:30 - 9:00). We are 
seeking singers from Grade 9 
and beyond. No experience re-
quired; no reservations needed. 
 

Save the date! On Saturday, January 9th, the Sen-
ior Choir will have a mini-retreat. 
We will work with a guest conduc-
tor to begin our new music for 
2010. we will follow the rehearsal 
with a luncheon. Childcare will be 
provided, it requested in advance. 
Call 436-6868 or email Holly for 

more details. 
 

Do you plan an instrument? 
Please let Holly know if you are will-
ing to share your talents. There are 
frequent opportunities to present 
special worship music and to ac-
company a variety of choral and 
organ literature. Holly will be com-
piling a talent bank of willing and interested. 
 

Thank you for the warm St. Michael welcome! I 
truly appreciate the kindness with which you have 
embraced my arrival. 
In His service, Holly 

JANUARY  

Food Collection/Distribution 
Team Report by Norm Venzke  
 

The Team has operated successfully for well over five 
years.  Initially, Martin Murphy originated the opera-
tion and coordinated activities until he asked me to 
relieve him as Coordinator.  Subsequently, the Team 
has continued to pick up surplus food on a weekly 
basis at two Food Lion stores and the Naval Air Sta-
tion Oceana Commissary for delivery to the Judeo-
Christian Outreach Center (JCOC).  The cooperation 
and generosity of the foregoing donors have been 
outstanding.  Although the Team has considered ex-
panding itôs operation, the head of the JCOC kitchen 
deems the current weekly supply to be ample. 
 

JCOC is a Partner Agency (#53B) of the Food Bank 
of Southeastern Virginia which is located at 800 Tide-
water Drive, Norfolk, VA 23504.  By agreement, Food 
Bank specifically tasks JCOC ñTo use the food do-
nated only for your program participants unless there 
is a surplus, in which case it should be shared with 
another FB member agency.ò 
 

Food Bank issues identification cards designating 
Team members as Authorized Agents of JCOC.  At 
my request, JCOC provides a letter request to Food 
Bank whenever new/renewed ID cards are needed.  
My contact at Food Bank has always been very coop-
erative, cheerfully providing assistance whenever 
needed. 
 

The Team members pickup as follows: 
Monday Food Lion store (1): Paul Barrow, Rolf 
Nelson and George Pilgrim. 
Wednesday Oceana Commissary: Michael Bo-
wen, George Horvath, Carl Matyas and Paul Neu-
man. 
Friday Food Lion stores (2): Barbara and Norm 
Venzke 

 

We are blessed to have faithful volunteers for this im-
portant operation. 
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Youth Newséé 
 

LCF (LUTHERAN CHILDRENôS FELLOWSHIP/
Elementary School).  LCF & LCFjr Advent Party! Satur-
day, Dec. 12

th
 from 1p.m. until 3p.m.  Please plan to join 

us as we prepare our hearts and tummies for the birth of 
Baby Jesus!  Check out the big yellow bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall for more information! Reminder:  Parents of 
pre-schoolers coming to LCFjr are asked to stay with their 
child as it is a hands-on parent/child experience.   
 
***PARENTS OF 5

TH
, 6

TH
, 7

TH
 & 8

TH
 GRADERS!  Chaper-

ones & drivers are necessary for events outside of the 
Sunday School hour.  If you are willing to serve in ei-
ther or both capacities, please sign up on the bulletin 
board or contact Juliet Hutchens.   
 
5

th
, 6

th
 & 7

th
 & 8

th
 Graders:  Holiday Wiiôathon!  SATUR-

DAY, DEC 12
th

 from 1 -3 p.m.  Sign up on the bulletin 
board if you are interested!  We will have a host of Wiiôs 
and TVôs (if you can loan us yours for the day, including 
setting it up and breaking it down, please call Juliet in the 
church office ASAP!) 
 
LMF (LUTHERAN MIDDLERôs FELLOWSHIP/middle 
school).  HEADS UP!  J NEXT CONFIRMATION RE-
TREAT: Dec. 4

th
 & 5

th
 Be here before ya know it!  We 

have a really fun service project planned for this next re-
treat!  Donôt miss it!  And WOW!  Pastor Chrisôs box was 
overflowing with Sermon Notes last week!  
 
LYF (LUTHERAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP /high school) 
PLEASE NOTE THESE SPECAIL MEETING TIMES FOR 
COWS DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER!  
 
ATTN: SR HIGH YOUTH:  COWS HOLIDAY BLESSING 
BLITZ!   You have been challenged to STEP OUTSIDE 
YOURSELF THIS CHRISTMAS .  We will work to com-
plete ONE service project together each week of Advent 
as a youth group  to bless, help and serve others with the 
love of Christ and our many, many gifts!  Especially giving 
the gift our time and presence . . . just by being there.  SO, 
mark your calendars and get ready to CARE and SHARE 
of your time and energy.  WE NEED AS MANY OF YOU 
AS CAN HELP!  YOU WILL COME AWAY CHANGED!   
BLESSING BLITZ DATES AS FOLLOWS! 
Wed. Dec. 2

nd
 6:15-7:30 BLESSING BLITZ KICK-OFF ï 

Bring a bag of gently used teen clothing in good condition 
to give away!  We will kick off with an international project! 
Wed. Dec. 9

th
 6:15-7:30 Deck the Halls for Holiday Foster 

Care Party! Weôll string lights, put up the tree and get the 
fellowship hall ready to bless a great group of children with 
Godôs love! 
 
Thurs. 12/10 6:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  Need helpers for the 
Annual Foster Care Childrenôs Party (help serve food, do 
crafts, hang out with the children and have fun!) 

 
Sat. Dec. 12

th
12:30 p.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  The COWS help 

with Faith & Fun Event here at St. Michael 
 
Sat. Dec. 19

th
 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m.  COWS will help de-

liver Christmas Food Baskets 
 
Wed. Dec. 16

th
 6:15-7:30 CHRISTMAS COWS Black & 

White Party!   Wear black & white, 
dress up, black tie & sparkle if you 
please!  Weôll have a semi-formal 
potluck holiday dinner together 
along with holiday games & such!  

Please SIGN UP on board to bring a tra-
ditional holiday side dish or dessert that 
your family enjoys during the season!  
Turkey & tofurkey & beverages will be 
provided. ADMISSION to this dinner:  3 
non-perishable items for our food pantry. 

 
9

th
 -12

th
 graders:  WINTER CELEBRATION, Jan. 22 -24

th
 

at Eagle Eyrie, Lynchburg, VA is right around the corner.  
If you are signed up, please grab a registration packet 
from the bulletin board, complete it and return to the box 
outside Julietôs door, along with a check payable to SMLC 
for $140 DUE BY DEC. 12

TH
 for early registration dis-

count.  After Dec. 12
th
, the cost goes up to $150.  If you 

have genuine financial need, please contact Juliet regard-
ing scholarship availability. 
 
Questions about any of the above listed events?  Contact 
Juliet Hutchens via telephone at 427-5088 or email her at 
Juliet.dfd@stmichaelvb.org  

FEED 

ME!!!  

Thank you from CJ Kaiser for everyone who donated 
backpacks that were given to school children to start 
the new school year right! 

mailto:Juliet.dfd@stmichaelvb.org
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Ladies Ministriesé... 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY -   Christmas Luncheon, 
Thursday, Dec. 3, 11:30 am at Yannis Greek Restaurant. 
The St. Michael Prayer Shawl Ministry has had an amazingly 
productive year. We closed 2008 by wrapping and delivering 
our surplus inventory to Sentara Nursing home where forty 
residents found shawls and  ólapghansô under the Christmas 
tree.  Since then: 

We have replenished our inventory, so we may offer com-
fort to families of St. Michael. We continue to distribute 
shawls during difficult times, as well as milestones, such as 
weddings, and military transfers. 

We have delivered over 250 Beanie Babies, wrapped in 
afghan squares, to CHKD. Originally planned for children 
undergoing chemo, other CHKD departments are now re-
questing them, so this popular project continues. 

Currently, the PSM is putting the finishing touches on 25 
hat & scarf sets for Birdneck Elementary School.  Children 
from needy families will be able to óshopô for a Christmas 
present for their moms, aunts, etc. Additional hats and 
scarves will go to JCOC for distribution to the homeless 
and less fortunate. 

Our PSM is a small group of ladies (not quite 10!) who get 
together twice a month to share creative ideas and fellow-
ship. We are a blend of novice and experienced, and all 
enjoy sharing our talents through the ministry.  As always, 
newcomers are welcome to join us, at 10AM, on the first 
and third Thursdays of each month. Any questions, please 
call Barbara Horvath: 233-0019. 

THE SEWING MINISTRY- Meeting dates are December 

9 and 23 at 10:00 am.  We are in the process of finishing a 
quilt and should have it ready for your prayers 
soon.  For more information please contact Ann 
Walls at 426-2653.  

SMLC THURSDAY WOMEN- Join us for an 

evening of fellowship, faith and inspiration on 
the third Thursday of each month.  This month we will meet 
on December 17. Put this on your calendar!  You donôt 
want to miss this opportunity to fellowship with your sisters-
in-the-Lord. 

Menôs Ministrieséé 
Come and join us Saturday, December 12 at 9:00 
am for some great food, fun, fellowship, and service. 
After a hearty man-sized breakfast and some friendly 
banter, we'll worship together and 
work together around the church. We 
are always looking for Breakfast 
chefs to prepare the breakfast feast! 
Bring a friend to come and see  all 
that God is doing through His mighty 
men here at St. Michael!  If you can 
help, please contact Mike Young at 518-9699. 

Recipes of the monthé.. 
 

Two great cookie recipes to bake as gifts, for a 
cookie exchange to just for your family! 
 

Oatmeal Molasses Cookies 
 From Cynthia Bowen 
 

Preheat oven to 375° 
 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 cup flour   1 tsp. ginger 
1 cup sugar   1/2 cup shortening 
1 tsp. baking soda  1 egg 
1/2 tsp. salt   1/4 cup molasses 
1/4 tsp. ground cloves  3/4 cup quick oats 
 

Directions: 
Stir together flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, cloves 
and ginger in a medium bowl. Add shortening, egg 
and molasses. Beat until smooth. Stir in oatmeal. 
Place rounded teaspoons of dough on ungreased 
cookie sheet. Bake in 375° oven for 10-11 min-
utes. Allow tray to cool several minutes before re-
moving cookies from tray. Makes 3 dozen 
 

Gingerbread Cookies 
 From Alice Clark 
 

Preheat oven to 350° 
 

Ingredients: 
1 cup butter  3 1/4 cup flour 
1 1/2 cup sugar 2 tsp. baking soda 
1 egg   2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tbsp. white Karo 1 tsp. ground ginger 
1 tbsp. molasses 1/2 tsp. ground cloves 
1 tbsp. water  1 1/2 tbsp. grated orange 
peel 
 

Directions: 
Mix dry ingredients together and set aside. Cream 
butter and sugar, beat in egg, add all but dry in-
gredients and beat well.  Stir in dry ingredients.  
Chill, roll and cut with favorite cookie cutter.  Bake 
10 minutes at 350° on lightly greased cookie 

To my St. Michael family; 
 
Many thanks to all.  Your prayers and concerns 
helped me during my recovery period.  I am so 
blessed. 
 
Joanna Lauridsen 


