
THE MESSENGER DECEMBER 2008 

   

St. Michael Lutheran Church  
 

THE MESSENGER 
ñFor unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and His name 

shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peaceò  Isaiah 6:9 

Christmas 2008 at St. Michael  
 

ARE YOU MISSING BABY JESUS?  

 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA  

Saturday, December 13 th  at 7:00 p.m.  

óAND GLORY SHOWN AROUNDó  

 

CHILDRENõS CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Sunday, December 14 th  at 11 a.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES Dec. 24 th  
 

5:00 p.m.  LESSONS & CAROLS WITH  

 HOLY COMMUNION  
 

7:30 p.m.  HOLY COMMUNION CANDLE-

LIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE  

 Special PreService Music be-

gins at 7:00 p.m.  
 

10:00 p.m.  HOLY COMMUNION CANDLE-

LIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE  

 Special PreService Music be-

gins at 9:45 p.m.  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE Dec. 25th  
 

11:00 a.m. SERVICE 

My Dear Friends, 
 

As we open a new church year, the nativity 
display takes center place.  St. Francis did 
well to place all of the gospel participants in 
the same place as we travel from Advent to 
Christmas and through Epiphany in what is 
called the Incarnational Cycle.  We are 

drawn to the central Christian truth the eternal Word became flesh and 
lived among us full of grace and truth. (John 1.14)   That same Word, 
born of Mary, promises to come again.  Our hearts join with Gabriel in 
celebrating this Good News of Great Joy to All People .   
 

This year Pastor Chris and I have located an Advent devotional which 
trumpets our theme, ñGood News of Great Joy, A Real Page Turner!ò  
The author, Robert Hereth claims, ñWe Christiansé have the astound-
ing promise of Advent: the Lord is Comingò  This is news!  This is good 
news!  This is great news! 
 

Our Incarnational themes continue: 
 Advent ï Extra, Extra, Read all about it.  The Coming Joy! 
 Christmas ï The News ï God is with us! 
 Epiphany ï The Impact ï ñReturning by another Way!ò 
The Nativity will provide the focal image in worship too.  Throughout the 
season the Nativity will grow as we add participants each week.   
 

This year our Choir is joining with Nimmo Methodist on December 13th 
at 7:00 p.m. for a Christmas Cantata celebrating Loves Perfect Light.  
This musical celebration will be followed by fellowship and desert.  You 
will not want to miss this event.  Our youth are providing an early eve-
ning of childcare to allow parents some free time before the Cantata.      
 

Nativity Displays are also part of this festive evening.  You are invited to 
help decorate the Fellowship Hall by loaning St. Michael your Nativity 
Set.  The crèches will be on display for that weekend only.  They can 
be brought to the church by Thursday, December 11 for staging.   You 
will be asked to fill out an informational card describing the family origin 
and history of each set.  You can pick up your crèche following worship 
on Sunday the 14

th
 ï giving plenty of time for your home decoration.  

What a marvelous way to share your familyôs faith history. 
 

You will also want to make plans to encounter the nativity at the 11:00 
a.m. service on December 14th.   A special service has been written for 
the ñChildren's Christmas Cantata." 
 
 

Additionally, the Worship and Music team has put out a call for all gifted 
singers and musicians to provide preludial music on Christmas Eve.  
Gifted musicians and singers are welcome to plan and perform their 
favorites as we prepare for an evening of festive worship.    
 
 

Continued on page 2 
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You are invited to attend...  

ñ@mc Fknqx Rgnvm @qntmcò 
 

A Christmas Cantata  
Celebrating  

Loves Perfect Light  
By Lloyd Larson &  
Douglas Warner 

 

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2008 at 7 p.m.  

 

St. Michael Lutheran Church  
2208 Princess Anne Road  

Virginia Beach  
427-5088/stmichaelvb.org  
 

Presented by the combined choirs of  
 

Nimmo Methodist Church &  
St. Michael Lutheran Churches  

 
 

Refreshments  
will be served  

following the Cantata 

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS OF  
ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

The annual meeting of the congregation of St. Mi-
chael Lutheran Church, 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
will be held Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2008. A meet-
ing will be held following 
each worship service. 
The agenda of this an-
nual meeting is to ap-
prove the 2009 Ministry 
Giving Plan and elect four 
persons to Congregation 
Council. 
All Confirmed members of the congregation are en-
couraged to attend. 
Karen Moyer 
Council President 
11/11/2008 

CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

Itôs not too late to sign up to pro-
vide pre-service music before the 
7:30 and 10:00 p.m. Christmas 
Eve services.  
 

If youôd like to sing a solo, duet, or 
be part of a vocal group OR if 
youôd like to play any type of musical instrument, ei-
ther as a solo or part of a group, PLEASE sign up on 
the signup sheet on the fellowship hall bulletin board 
NOW or let Michael Burke know. 
 

We ask you to sign up no later than Sunday, De-
cember 14

th
 so we can plan the order of the spe-

cial music and work on rehearsals and details.  
 

We welcome and encourage all musical talent to 
be part of the music that will happen before ser-
vices on Christmas Eve.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTICE 
 

ATTENTION STUDENTS,  
PARENTS & TEACHERS:   

 

There will be no Sunday School 
the Sundays after Christmas 
(December 28th) and New Year 
(January 4

th
).  Merry Christmas to 

you all and may 2009 be filled 
with blessings for you.   

 

Jodi Cox and Sharon Long, 
Superintendents of Sunday School 

  ANNUAL    MEETING  
 

AGENDA:  

Continued from page 1 
 

On Christmas Day we welcome the children, big and small, 
to bring their favorite gift to church.  We worship in an inti-
mate setting of Holy Communion with guitar and song as we 
celebrate the Good News Story of Jesus birth.  This Good 
News promises to be a Real Page Turner!  
St. Michael is also planning a special evening Service of 
Light as we join the Magi adoring our Lord on Epiphany, 
January 6

th
.  We are inviting our Tidewater Conference 

neighbors to celebrate in the afterglow of Christmas.  Dare 
we join the Magi in óreturning home by another way!ô   
 

  But when it was time to leave, the Magi went home an-
other way, because God had warned them in a dream 
not to return to Herod.  Mt. 2.12 CEV 

 

The Word made flesh!  The Incarnational Good News prom-
ises to be a real page turner.   

 

ñO Come Let Us Adore Him!ò 
 

Blessings as you travel ï   along the Way! 
 

Pastor Rob 
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MEN OF  
ST. MICHAEL 

 

Men's Monthly Break-

fast, 9 am, Saturday, 

Dec. 13th:  Come and join 

us (9 am on the second Sat. of each month) for some 

great food, fun, fellowship, and service. After a hearty man

-sized breakfast and some friendly banter, we'll worship 

together and work together around the church. We are 

always looking for breakfast chefs to prepare the breakfast 

feast! Bring a friend to come and see  all that God is doing 

through His mighty men here at St. Michael!  If you can 

help, please contact Mike Young at 518-9699. 

 

ST. MICHAEL LADIES GROUPS  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry - will meet the 
first and third Thursday of each month at 
10:00 AM.  No skills required - we will 
teach you how to make a prayer shawl. 

 

Sewing Ministry meeting dates are: 
    Dec. 2    7:30 pm 
    Dec. 9    10:00 am 
    Dec. 16   7:30 pm 
    Dec. 23  10:00 am 
For more information about the Sewing 
Ministry please contact All Walls at 426-

2653. 
 

Crafterôs Fellowship -  Has been discontinued.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Cynthia Bowen, 
689-8128 

 

Ladies of St. Michael will meet on Thursday, Dec. 11. 
Watch for more information to come! 

 

THANK YOU!  Last month 
the Sewing Ministry began 
a program to hang quilts 
and to ask the congregation 
for their prayers while tying 
the knots.  We were able to 
finish tying one quilt in two 
Sundays and have another 
one on display.  This is a 
continuing ministry and we 
thank you for your continu-
ing support.  Ann Walls, 
426-2653. 

 

Oh Come, Oh come, Ladies of St. Michael  
 

YOU are invited to an Advent Party! 
 

This event is open to all the Ladies of St. Michael 
Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship as we prepare 

for the Birth of the Christ Child 
On Thursday December 11

th
 at 7:00pm 

The gathering will be held at Laura Lairdôs home 
2621 Level Loop Road 

 

There is fun on the agenda for all, however there are two 
activities that require planning ahead if you want to partici-
pate: the cookie exchange and the ornament exchange. 
 

1. Cookie Exchange : Please bring a favorite Advent/
Christmas cookie, as many cookies as you 
would like to exchange plus a dozen to taste 
that evening. For example if you bring 6 dozen 
cookies you will take home 5 dozen of all varie-
ties of cookies. Please bring the cookies on a 
serving platter or in a container that can be 
opened and placed on the table for exchange. 

 

2. Ornament Exchange . Please bring a 
wrapped Christmas ornament. The ornament 
will be exchanged through a ñChinese Auction.ò  
Details about how the ñauctionò works will be 
explained that evening, but know that no 
money is involved. 
 

There will be a sign up sheet in the fellowship hall. Hope to 
see you there. If you have any questions please contact 
Bobbie Cote at 563-2897 or bobbiecote@juno.com 
 

MINISTRY POSITION 
 

Women of St. Michael Secret Angel Ministry is in need 
of a new Coordinator(s) for the Secret Angel Ministry and 
Social gatherings program. The time commitment is great-
est around Valentines day when the coordination of the 
secret angels for the new year begins. There are three so-
cial functions that have been held each year in the past:  
1. The Valentines Social  
2. The Summer Ice Cream Social  
3. The Advent Cookie and Orna-

ment Exchange 
One person could be coordinator 
for both the secret angel and the 
socials or this could be split be-
tween two or more interested par-
ties. It is an exciting time at St. Michael and new ideas are 
always welcome.  Prayfully consider this opportunity to 
serve the ladies of St. Michael.  For more information 
please contact the church office of Bobbie Cote at  
563-2897 or bobbiecote@juno.com.  
 

LADIES AND MENS MINISTRY NEWS  




