
 

Dove Tales by Pastor Chris  
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Beloved, we are Godôs children now ; 
what we will be has not yet  been re-
vealed. What we do know is this: when 
He is revealed, we will be like Him, for 
we will see Him as He is.  1 John 3:2 

 

For me, November is an in-between 
time...Now  Fall is starting to feel like 
Winter, but it is not yet  Winter. Now  
here at St. Michael Holly Sunderland will 
take her seat at the organ bench as our 
new Director of Liturgical and Choral 
Music, but just how the Music program 
will grow has not yet  been revealed 
(maybe YOU will join the choirJ). 
 

In-between times always leave me ask-
ing, what do I do until the not yet gets 
here? In these in-between times, I invite 
all you Saints of St. Michael to respond 
to Godôs invitation to live more simply, 
give more generously and to remember 
more fully. Sundays in November are a 
great reminder; we are a people with a 
present (now ) and a future (not yet ). 
Both flowing from the God that simply 

loves, generously gives and faithfully 
remembers all the promises He has 
made to us.  
 

On All Saints (Nov. 1), God invites us 
now  to remember our beloved dead 
who entered the kingdom eternal.  As 
we speak their names together, we 
remember that we are not yet  what 
God has promised to make us in Christ 
Jesus.  Yes, we have been promised a 
new body, but we are not  living in it 
yet . What a gift it is to be able to re-
member fully who and whose we are in 
life, in death and in the life to come. 
 

On Christ the King Sunday (Nov. 22), 
God invites us now  to celebrate the 
King of the Universe, Jesus, who has 
not yet  returned to reign  forever. This 
Sunday we will remember Jesus will 
come again to judge the living and the 
dead. This promise has not yet  come, 
but it helps us to make choices that 
allow us to live more simply in the here 
and now . 

Introducing Holly Sunderland  
Mrs. Holly B. Sunderland is 
an accomplished accompa-
nist, organist, conductor and 
singer. She is a Summa 
Com Laude graduate of 
Westminster Choir College, 
Princeton, NJ, where she 
majored in Music Education 
with a principal in Organ. 
Her Master of Music degree 
in Choral Conducting is from 
the College - Conservatory 
of Music at the University of 
Cincinnati. She is complet-
ing her 35th year in church 
music ministry and has en-
joyed serving as both Or-

ganist and/or Choral Di-
rector in Episcopal, Lu-
theran, Baptist, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Catholic 
congregations in Ohio, 
New Jersey, Virginia and 
her home state, Kentucky. 
In addition to her church 
activities, Holly continues 
a 25 year career in K-12 
music education. She is 
currently an Instructional 
Specialist with the Depart-
ment of Curriculum and 
Instruction for Virginia 
Beach Ci ty Publ ic 
Schools.     Contôd page 6 
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A Note from the Director of Faith Developmenté.. 
óWhat we have heard and known, what 
our fathers have told us: We will not 
hide them from their children; we will 
tell the next generation the praisewor-
thy deeds of the Lord, His power and 
the wonders He has doneô. 

 Psalm 78:3-4 

 

THANK YOU. I am so deeply thankful 
and humbled by the opportunity to ac-
cept St. Michaelôs Call as your Director 
of Faith Development. Thank you for 
your faithfulness to Godôs mission and 
for the privilege of serving God in your 
midst alongside you. Abby, Elly and I 
are filled with joy to become a part of 
the mission of St. Michael in new and 
exciting ways! 
 

This fall, St. Michael is alive with the 
faithful exploring and growing in faith 
as they walk out their baptism! What 
and who are jumping? LCF, LMF and 
LYF (childrenôs middlerôs and youth) 
ministries, Sunday School, the Eagles 
(our youthful seniors fellowship), the 
Menôs Breakfast, as well as our numer-
ous Womenôs Ministries (Bible Study, 
Angels, Knitting, 3rd Thursdays, Hospi-
tality, Sewing), the Pastorôs Bible 
Study, the Confirmation bunch, gar-
deners, mowers, builders, sorters, Sac-
risty folk, Sunday Morning Ministers of 
all shapes and sizes, a thriving pre-
school campus and introducing two 
new adventures: LCFjr (the pre-k/potty-
trained crowd) and a young adult/
college-age fellowship! (Just to name 
a few! Come and See what else the 
Saints of St. Michael are up to in the 
coming months!) 
 

As we continue to walk Godôs mission 
together in the coming months, I say 
thank you.  Thank you for the welcome 
the girls and I have always known at 
St. Michael. Thank you for calling me 

With your daily bread impart 
Love and peace to every heart. 
Come, Lord be with us, 
Come, Lord be with us, 
Come, Lord be with us, 
Come, Lord be with us. Amen. 
 

Families of St. Michael! Letôs fill our 
bags and fill our tummies! 
 

BROWN BAG BLESSING!  
 

Itôs as SIMPLE as 1-2-3! As we con-
tinue our ñgrown-upò stewardship cam-
paign, teach your children stewardship 
too! Even the littlest ones among us 
can share Godôs love with others! 
 

(1) Decorate your brown bags from 
the supermarket together! Use 
crayon, marker, paint, stickers, 
paper! Be creative! 

(2) Read the daily devotion together 
(simple, quick!) and allow them to 
choose a canned/boxed good from 
your pantry or the grocery store to 
place into their bag each day! (Of 
course, you can choose more than 
one, let them choose/decide what 
theyôd like to give to someone in 
need!) 

(3) Bring the brown bag(s) to SMLC 
for our special Brown Bag Blessing 
on Consecration Sunday, Nov. 
15th at either service. The children 
(with help from parent(s) will pre-
sent their gifts as an offering!) 

 

Pick up your familyôs two-week devo-
tion guide from the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall & teach your children 
that they can make a difference when 
we each do our part! By simply giving 
one small item each day for two 
weeks, you can give a hungry family 
quite a lot to eat! See Juliet Hutchens 
for more information. 

to serve with you as disciples to-
gether, we are sent in Christ Jesus to 
invite, welcome, connect and em-
power others and one 
another to share Godôs 
good news and love 
with all people.! 
 

 
IN NOVEMBER, WE GATHER TO-
GETHER TO GROW IN THE 
SONLIGHT! Each month, we will fea-
ture several simple faith development 
activities for you and your family to 
do together. Although our lives are 
busy, there are lots of tiny, teachable 
moments in each day that are perfect 
for growing in our faith! Find time in 
the car, at mealtimes, bath-time (for 
younger ones), or set aside a time 
specifically just for these activities. 
Perhaps take a family walk or sit to-
gether around the table and share! 
 

ABCôs of Prayer! This month, use 
the alphabet to guide a prayer to-
gether, taking turns naming some-
thing for which you are thankful, 
starting with A and all the way to Z! 
For older and younger children, use 
the letters of their name to create an 
acrostic poem of thanksgiving, saying 
them or writing them down! Be crea-
t ive giv ing thanks together! 
(Example: if my name were ñJoyò Iôm 
thankful for J,esus, O,thers, and Y,ou 
God!) 
 

NOVEMBER MEAL BLESSING  
 

Each month we will feature a new 
mealtime blessing to learn with your 
family! 
Sung to the tune o  ñJesus Loves Meò 
 

Come, Lord Jesus be our guest, 
Let this food to us be blest. 

At the Community Thanksgiving Service (Nov. 24), God 
invites us to give thanks now . Even this Fall with the 
economy not yet  recovered and more folks in-between 
work then any would like, God calls us to stop, so we 
can count our blessings we have right now  in Christ 
Jesus, in our congregation, in our citizenship and in our 
families.  It is from this new perspective that we can find 
the inspiration to give more generously. 
 

We live in in-between times where people of faith have 

always lived. So November comes to a close with Ad-
vent (Nov. 29). Advent, the season of Hope, comes an-
nouncing NOW and NOT YET. We remember how 
Mary is now  with child, but is not yet  time for Him to be 
born. 
 

May the Faith help us live more simply, give more gen-
erously and remember more fully these 
in-between times! 

Dove Tales continued from page 1é.. 
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From our Council President, George Wadzitaé.. 
It is my joy to share more exciting 
news for the congregation of St. Mi-
chael as the Holy Spirit moves 
among us! We welcome Holly Sun-
derland, our new Director of Liturgi-
cal and Choral Music! Hollyôs first 
Sunday with us will be on All-Saints 
Day, November 1st. Holly comes to 
us with well-developed musical gifts 
through more than 25 years of musi-
cal teaching, leading and performing 
experience. We welcome all our 
new members who will be joining 
the congregation on New Members 
Sunday, November 8th! We wel-
come each of our newly baptized 
who have been adopted into Godôs 
family through the cleansing of the 
Holy Spirit and water! 
 

I thank the Lord for all who re-
sponded with $3500 of financial sup-
port for our seminarian, Aaron 
Fullerôs, cross cultural immersion 
experience to the Holy Land in 
January 2010! 
 

A correction to my article in last 
monthôs newsletter: the annual con-
gregational meeting to elect council 
members and approve the spending 
plan will be held in December. Due 
to specific wording in the congrega-
tionsôs constitution, the meeting can-
not be shifted out of the month of 
December without a constitutional 
amendment. 
 

I thank the Lord for all of you - our 
Pastor, our staff and all the mem-
bers of the Body of Christ at St. Mi-
chael! Many of you are serving the 
Lord in so many ways and I thank 
the Lord for each of you as you help 
to share Godôs Good News and love 
with all people. You are blessed to 
be a Blessing! 

 

Make It Simple is our fall steward-
ship focus on the lifestyle themes of 
Simplicity and Generosity. We all, 
children, youth and adults, have this 
opportunity to learn about giving and 
about living. We can grow past small 

knowledge  and 80% behavior . 
FPU helps break the bad habits that 
rob people of true financial success. 
Over 650,000 families have com-
pleted FPU with amazing success. 
On average, they pay off $5,300 in 
debt  and save $2,700 in just 13 
weeks. Thatôs an $8,000 change in 
position in just 91 days! 
If you are interested in attending 
Financial Peace University, please 
contact George Wadzita at 689-
8322. 
 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter  
 

Looking for the perfect anniversary 
gift for your spouse?  A Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter weekend can 
rekindle the sparks you felt on your 
wedding day! Give your relationship 
the priority you both deserve. Mar-
riage Encounter is 44 hours of op-
portunity to focus 
on each other, 
learn and practice 
important tools 
needed for any 
healthy marriage, 
like communica-
tion. If youôd like 
greater depth, 
growth and enrichment in your rela-
tionship, youôll like the difference a 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter week-
end can make!  
 

The next Lutheran Marriage En-
counter Weekend will take place 
on Nov. 6 -8, 2009 in Gaithers-
burg, Maryland . Space is limited, 
but if you register this month, you 
can be assured a place on the 
weekend. For more information or to 
register, call George and Janeen 
Wadzita at 689-8322 or visit the 
w e b s i t e  a t : 
www.GodLovesMarriage.org. 

views and recapture a vision of the 
reasons for our lives. We see Je-
sus again and learn to worship 
God. We come to know each other 
better. Our fall focus on steward-
ship will culminate on Consecration 
Sunday, Nov. 15th, with a potluck 
lunch. Following the meal and a 
brief program, we will offer our Esti-
mates of Giving for 2010 for conse-
cration to Godôs mission through 
St. Michael. Hold that date and 
look for more information in the 
mail in the coming weeks. 
 

Finances  
 

The Lord continues to provide re-
sources for ministry at St. Michael. 
Overall year to date, income has 
exceeded expenses by about 1% 
and we are on track to finish 2009 
in the black, with income matching 
expenses. Mortgage principal pay-
ments of $3,600 per month resume 
this month. 
 

Financial Peace University  
 

God has given us over 800 scrip-
tures about money, showing us 
how to handle our finances His 
way. The Bible has a lot of interest-
ing things to say about money, 
debt and personal finance. Change 
the Way You Think! Each of the 13 
DVD Lessons deals with a different 
topic that will change the way you 
think about personal finance.  
Dave Ramsey teaches about how 
to save money, live on a budget, 
communicate about money, elimi-
nate debt, find bargains and experi-
ence the joy of giving.  
 

In FPU, you will meet with your 
class each week to watch a video 
lesson and participate in discussion 
groups that will change how you 
think about money . Dave Ramsey 
explains how money really works in 
a simple , easy-to -understand  
style. Youôll actually have fun as 
you learn! The goal of Financial 
Peace University is not just infor-
mation, but transformation! Finan-
cial management is only 20% 

 

Make It Simple  

ñPraise God from Whom 
all blessings flow. Praise 
Him all people here be-
low. Praise Him above the 
heavenly host. Praise 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.ò 
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Youth Newsé.. 
LCF  

(Lutheran Childrenôs Fellowship/Elementary School) 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  
LCF & LCFjr Advent Cookie Decorating Party!  
Saturday, December 12th from 1:00 -3:00 pm.  
Join us as we prepare our hearts and tummies  

for the birth of Baby Jesus! 
 

LCF &LCFjré.Where Fun & Faith make Friends! 
*Unless otherwise noted, all events will be from 1pm-3pm 

at St. Michael Lutheran Church.  
Email Juliet.dfd@stmichaelvb.org if youôd like to help  

or get more information! 
 

NEW MINISTRY! LCFjr  
 

(Lutheran Childrenôs Fellowship/Pre-K/potty trained) 
We invite these wee ones to join in the LCF activities for 
age-appropriate corresponding activities and fun in faith! 
Parents are asked to come with their children as all of our 
activities for this age group will be parent/child designed! 
This is a great opportunity to invite your playgroup friends! 
Please watch the bulletin board outside the church office 
for more information and sign-up sheets! 
 

LMF  
(Lutheran Middlerôs Fellowship/middle school) 

 

LOST & FOUND RETREAT! Nov. 20th, 21st, & 22nd at 
Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, VA. We still have spots open, 
contact Juliet Hutchens as soon as possible if youôd like to 
attend! Cost is $150. 
 
HEADS UP! J Next Confirmation Retreat: Dec 4th & 5th 

LYF  
(Lutheran Youth Fellowship/high school) 

 

COWS! We invite all 9th through 12th 
grade students to join us as we grow in 
faith together! Each Wednesday night 
from 6:15 to 7:30, we eat a meal, play 
games and fellowship! 
 

The MARTY LUTHER LOCK -IN for 
Senior High Youth!  
Tuesday night, Nov. 10th at 8:30 pm 
until 1:00 pm on Wednesday, Nov. 
11th. 
 

SAVE THE DATES! Mark your planner! Watch your in-
box & the bulletin board outside Julietôs office for more 
details! 
 

Sat. Dec. 12th we will serve at the 
LCF event (1-3) then head to 
Busch Gardens for St. Michael 
Family Night at Christmas Town! 
(Cost is $16 per person). Weôll re-
turn to church lot by 10:45 pm. 
Bring your rents and let them wan-
der as they wanter! 

Wed. Dec. 16th COWS Christmas 
Party (same time as COWS, but 
weôre dressing up a bit!) 

Winter Celebration! January 22nd-
24th, 2010! (first weekend!) 

 
 

FEED 

ME!!!  

3 Brent Wadzita 

3 Derek Romsland 

3 Jarod LaRose 

3 Victor Philleo 

4 Eric Guran 

5 Anita Clemmensen 

5 Bette Marroletti 

5 Marjorie Wolf 

5 Pat Davis 

5 Shawn Eller 

6 Bill Cox 

6 Cynthia Nelson 

6 Nancy Crane 

8 Aidan Johnson 

8 David Pohlmann 

8 Jay Hefti 

8 Ken Marken 

8 Steve Hougasian 

9 Sarah Zwerlein 

10 Jordan Ricardo 

10 Laura Fronk 

12 Kaitlyn Baldwin 

13 David Kaufman 

13 River Morrison 

14 Pat Johnson 

16 Benjamin Thompson 

16 Gregory Thompson 

16 Karen MacLeod 

17 David Taylor 

17 Grace Gartman 

18 Patricia Zwerlein 

19 Jeremy Black 

19 Riley Lopez 

20 Jonathan Paxson 

20 Reid Fraser 

20 Stacey Bittner 

21 Joshua Johnson 

23 Lynn French 

24 Candice Tassone 

24 Vince Marroletti 

24 William W. Cox, II 

25 Andrew Black 

25 Richard Riker 

26 Cheryl Zwerlein 

26 Rachel Howard 

27 Alison Kowalski 

27 Frieda Guran 

29 George Wadzita 

29 John Clark 

29 Morgan Shrum 

30 Chris Clemmensen 

Happy November Birthdayé.. 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Is going to provide Christmas gifts 
for needy children to give to their 
mothers.  The ladies of the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry are looking for any-
one who can knit or crochet to make 

hats and scarves to be 
donated to needy chil-
dren so they will have 
Christmas gifts for their 
Mothers.  If you can 

help out with this project, bring your 
handmade hats and scarves to the 
church.  If you would like to join 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry, they 
will meet on Thursday, Nov. 5 & 
19 at 10am .  The ladies continue to 
make small blankets to wrap up 
stuffed animals for the children at 
CHKD.  This is another project that 
can be done at home and brought in 
to the church.  If you have any 
questions about the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry contact Barbara Horvath at 
233-0019. 

THE SEWING MINISTRY     
Dates are November 10 and 24 at 
10:00 am.  We would like to thank 

Ladies Ministriesé.. 
Theresa Orr for her generous dona-
tion of fabric, a quilt, books and 
other sewing items.  We are in the 
process of finishing the quilt and 
should have it ready for 
your prayers soon.   
We are still collecting 
colorful, fun pillowcases 
for the ConKerr Cancer 
project.  Locally, this 
provides pillowcases for children with 
cancer in CHKD.  However, the pro-
ject has gone worldwide.  Check out 
the web site at conkercancer.org.  
There is a blog which tells about two 
women delivering pillowcases to hos-
pitals in Africa.  Here are the pillow-
case directions:  
Cut the body 26 1/2ò by 40 1/2ò  
Cut the border 10 1/2ò by 40 1/2ò 
Fold the border in half lengthwise 
with wrong sides together.   
Place the right side of the border on 
the right side of the body.   
Stitch together using a 1/2ò seam 
allowance.   
Place right sides together length-
wise.   

Stitch down the side and across the 
edge opposite the border.   
Turn to the right side, press.   
Please wash pillowcase and place 
in a quart size plastic bag for the 
protection of the oncology children. 
For more information please contact 
Ann Walls at 426-2653.  

LIKE TO CROSS STITCH?   
SMLC is looking for 
some help cross 
stitching Baptismal 
towels.  Patterns and 
directions are avail-
able.  Contact Cyn-
thia Bowen or the 

Church Office for more details. 

CALLING ALL SMLC WOMEN!  
Join us for an evening of 
fellowship, faith and in-
spiration on Thursday, 
November be an-
nounced closer to the 
date. Put this on your 
calendar!  You donôt want to miss 
this opportunity to spend time with 
your sisters-in-the-Lord. 

Come and join us Saturday, November 14 at 9:00 am  for some 
great food, fun, fellowship, and service. After a hearty man-sized 

breakfast and some friendly banter, we'll wor-
ship together and work together around the 
church. We are always looking for Breakfast 
chefs to prepare the breakfast feast! Bring a 
friend to come and see  all that God is doing 
through His mighty men here at St. Michael!  If 

you can help, please contact Mike Young at 518-9699. 

GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 

Menôs Ministriesé. 

19 

Fall Plantingsé.. 
 

Paul Lown and the Landscape Team are 
ready to beautify our campus by planting fall 
flowers. They welcome your floral gifts and 

contributions as there is no 
budget for beautification 
this year.  If you can make 
a contribution, Paul will 
purchase them.  Include 
ñPlantsò in the memo field 
of your check made pay-

able to St. Michael Lutheran Church. As you 
are busy with your home plantings, consider 
helping make St. Michael a beautiful garden. 
 

Then God said, ñLet the earth put forth vege-
tation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.ò And it was so. The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of 
every kind,  and trees of every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that it was good.  
Genesis 11:11-12 

Wine Ingatheringé.. 
 

We will be gathering wine each week of November and 
dedicating it to God for the Holy Sacrament of Com-
munion.  
If you would like to give a bottle of Red Manischewitz 
Table Wine for the Table at St. Michael, please bring 
your gift to the Gathering Table in the Sanctuary prior 
to services on any Sunday in November.  

11/2-11/7 Carl Matyas-495-2430 Tim Worst-647-9354 

11/9-11/14 Richard Vanderploeg-689-0116 George Wadzita-689-8322 

11/16-11/22 Will Pohlmann-563-9213 Ken Pladsen-729-2071 

11/23-11/29 Tim Cannon-426-6326 Tim Cannon-426-6326 


