
  

   

Reformation 2009: 
Life at the edge of the 

WATERS!  
 

October 2009 is here and that 
means Autumn and Reformation 
Sunday will  make a splash at the 
Beach.  So before it gets to cold, I 
took a walk on the beach.  I love 
walking right along the edge of the 
water with the waves rolling over my 
feet and reshaping the beach with 
each ebb and flow.  It is a RE-
FORMING  power we experience 
at the edge of the waters. 
 

St. Michael, this is the image for the 
life we live as baptized Children of 
God.  The waters of Baptism wash 
over us and like the surf begin to 
REFORM  us.  Everyday, Martin 
Luther would say, ñI am baptized,ò 
over and over again.  For him, it was 
a way of remembering everyday we 
live at the edge of the waters.  Like 
at the beach, everyday we are being 
reformed by the waters of our Bap-
tism.  So how can water produce 
such great effects?  Luther wrote it 
down for us in his Small Catechism, 
ñIt is not the water that pro-

duces these effects, but the 
Word of God connected 
with the water , and our faith 
which relies on the Word of 
God connected with the wa-
ter. For without the Word of 
God the water is merely wa-
ter and no Baptism. But 
when connected with the 
Word of God it is a Bap-
tism, that is, a gracious 
water of life and a wash-
ing of regeneration in 
the Holy Spirit, as St. 
Paul wrote to Titus (3:5-
8), ñHe saved us by the 
washing of regeneration 
and renewal in the Holy 
Spirit, which he poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that we 
might be justified by his 
grace and become heirs in 
hope of eternal life. This say-
ing is sure.ò 
 

Water and connect and wash over 
us and in the ebb and flow of our 
daily walk.  They are always at 
work through the Spirit to REFORM 
us, INDIVIDUALLY and as Godôs 

People living together in trust and 
hope. 
 

Yes, we live at the edge of the 
waters!  St. Michael, we are being 
RE-FORMED and what an excit-
ing time it is.  New programs, new 
Staff and New Members are mak-
ing a splash and will be helping to 
REFORM us.  We are experienc-

ing the RE-FORMING 
POWER of the Word and 
the Holy Spirit anew.  Godôs 
power at work to keep us 
outwardly focused on shar-
ing Godôs Good News and 
Love with All people. 
Come and see where water 

and the Word connect to reform 
us.  Come and Splash in the wa-
ters and listen to the sound of the 
Word roll in.  I am thrilled at how 
God is RE-FORMING USéand 
amidst all the REFORMING 
please know, there is a place for 
each of you here!  
Ever thankful to be serving the 
Lord and You All, 
 

Inside this issue: Assisting Ministers & Lectorsé.. 

Interested in becoming an 
Assisting Minister or Lector? 

If you would like to be 
trained as an assisting min-
ister or lector, the next train-
ing will be Saturday, Octo-
ber 10th from 11 a.m. to 
noon.  Any confirmed youth 
or adult of the congregation 
is invited to participate in 

either or both of these posi-
tions at worship.  If you need 
information on the duties of 
the ónewô assisting minister, 
please contact the church 
office and ask Sharon Long 
to mail you a guide.  Weôd 
love to have you!  For more 
information contact Karen 
Moyer  at 721-2815. 

Special points of interest:  
 

¶ Prayer Shawl Ministry making hats & scarves, page 3 

¶ Aaron Fuller Hits the Ground Running! - see page 2 

¶ Rally Day Review - page 2, photos - 
page 9 

¶ Ministry Fair is coming!  See page 4 

¶ Director of Faith Development note, 
page 7 

¶ Halloween Safety Tips, page 7 
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As we all know, Aaron started semi-

nary in September.  One of the require-

ments for graduation is a cross-cultural 

experience in a foreign country.  This is 

not a tourist trip.  He would be im-

mersed into the society and be re-

quired to write a paper about his ex-

perience.  (We could probably per-

suade a sermon out of the deal too).   

An opportunity is available in January 

to do this in the Holy Land!  Unfortu-

nately, the cost is $3,500 and there 

are no funds available at this time ei-

ther from the synod or in St. Michaelôs 

current giving plan.  Therefore, he 

needs our help.  If you would like to 

contribute even a small amount to-

ward his expenses, please write a 

check to St. Michael designating the 

funds to ñseminarian supportò or place 

cash in an envelope with the same 

designation.  They may be put in the 

offering plate or dropped by the office.   

If you have any questions, please 

contact Karen Moyer at 721-2815, or 

George Wadzita at 757-650-5504. 

Aaron Fuller Hits the Ground Running! 

For Aaron Fullerôs First Seminarian  

Report see page 8 

   

Happy Birthday to You... 

you to Ken Pladsen and John Carey for 

being cooks and to all who 

helped set up and clean up.   

Everyone had a great time!  

Special thanks to Cheryl Mat-

yas and team for all the hard 

work making Rally Day such a huge 

success and to Richard Kess-

mann for all the great photos!  

More Rally Day photos 

on  page 9.  

The Rally Day picnic was enjoyed by all. 

Thank you to everyone who brought the 

delicious food. Special thanks to Shawn 

and Mike Eller for providing great games 

for the young and old, and the Cranes for 

bring the fun game "Cornhole". Thank 

Rally Day in Reviewé. 

1 Ron Parks 

1 Brian Carey 

1 Ralph Rosignolo 

2 Mike Young 

3 David Bohannon 

3 Karen LaRose 

3 Katie Hougasian 

3 Peter Lauridsen 

4 Aden Chandler 

4 Colby Wiese 

4 Donva Schearer 

6 Gloria Gardiner 

7 Jeff Hunn 

8 Kendra Pyle 

9 John Orr 

10 Ginny Baillargeon 

10 Mike Bowen 

11 Charlotte Ellingsworth 

11 Howard Conrad 

11 John Marken 

15 Aaron Fuller 

15 Allison Melville 

15 Dave Cote 

23 Kristina Furman 

23 Pat Barrows 

23 Sam Kowalski 

24 Joseph Cowan 

24 Karen Glascock 

25 Audrey Doan 

25 Debra Walker 

25 Emma Ilumin 

25 Gregory Thompson 

25 Mitchell Haugen 

28 Ann Clark 

28 Karen Jackson 

28 Jana Murgia 

28 Mary Jane Murphy 

29 Colin Long 

29 John Mulvey 

30 Claudia Hougasian 

30 Erik Burnett 

30 Gary Jackson 

30 Heather Thomas 

30 Renee Pohlmann 

30 Andrew Cross 

31 Judi Renner 

15 Tim Cannon 

15 Beverly Theen 

16 David Bittner 

17 Ken Allen 

19 Brock Allen 

20 Jonathan Gold 

20 Kloe Hagen 

21 Dan McMillan 

21 Theresa Orr 

22 Laura Kaiser 

22 Michael Mendez 
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¶ Prayer Shawl Ministry to 
provide Christmas gifts for 
needy children to give to 
their mothers.  The ladies of the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry are looking for 
anyone who can knit or 
crochet to make hats and 
scarves to be donated to 
needy children so they 
will have Christmas gifts 

for their Mothers.  If you can help out 
with this project, bring your hand-
made hats and scarves to the church.   
Recently the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
delivered stuffed animals wrapped in 

blankets to CHKD.  Those who at-
tended were Lynn French, Joanna 
Lauridsen, Shirley Carlson, Barbara 
Horvath and Jodi Cox.    

Ladies Ministriesé.. 

If you would like to join the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry, they will meet on 
Thursday, Oct. 1 & 15 at 10am .  
The ladies continue to make small 
blankets to wrap up stuffed animals 
for the children at CHKD.  This is 
another project that can be done at 
home and brought in to the church.  
If you have any questions about the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry contact Bar-
bara Horvath at 233-0019. 

¶ THE SEWING MINISTRY 
needs your help!  Please tie a knot 
in the quilt hanging in 
the fellowship hall, 
and  say a prayer for 
the quilt maker and 
the recipient. This is 
an ongoing  ministry 
and we thank you for 
your prayer support. October Sewing 
Ministry meeting dates are October 
6 & 20 at 10:00am  For more infor-
mation please contact Ann Walls at 
426-2653.  

¶ CALLING ALL WOMEN OF 
ST. MICHAEL!  Join us for an 

evening of fellowship, faith and in-
spiration on Thurs-
day, October 15.  The 
location, time and 
guest speaker are to 
be announced closer 
to the date. Put this 
on your calendar!  

You donôt want to miss this oppor-
tunity to spend time with your sis-
ters-in-the-Lord. 

¶ LADIES BIBLE STUDY  - Itôs 

not too late to join the Ladies Bible 
Study.  We are learn-
ing about Godôs heav-
enly messengers as 
we discover What 
Does The  Bible Say 
About Angels.  We 
meet every Wednes-
day from 10:00 - 11:00 am.  Come 
and be blessed by Godôs Word. 

Come and join us Saturday, October 10 at 9:00 am  for some great 

food, fun, fellowship, and service. After a hearty man-sized breakfast and 

some friendly banter, we'll worship together and 

work together around the church. We are always 

looking for Breakfast chefs to prepare the break-

fast feast! Bring a friend to come and see  all 

that God is doing through His mighty men here 

at St. Michael!  If you can help, please contact 

Mike Young at 518-9699. 

GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE 

Menôs Ministriesé. 

9/28-10/3 Bill Cox-689-2142 George Bond-721-4715 

10/5-10/10   Roger Fritz-466-0686 

10/12-10/17 Randy Long-430-2773 David Crane-427-6744 

10/19-10/24 Ted Sakis-430-0771 Al Grimm-468-5032 

10/26-10/31 John Hammerstein-563-9080 Deane Hennett-427-2824 

11/2-11/7 Carl Matyas-495-2430 Tim Worst-647-9354 

COOR is looking for some fun-loving, moti-
vated people to be part of enriching the lives of 
children in our community.  COOR sponsors 
such events as the Parents for a Lifetime 
Trainings and the Foster Care Family Christ-
mas Party.  We welcome your ideas and would 
love to see you at our next meeting!  Join us at 
St. Michael on Thursday, Oct. 15th at 
6:30pm.   We will be discussing some mentor-
ing opportunities, as well as looking for volun-
teers to bless the lives of deserving children at 
the Foster Care Christmas Party.  If you would 
like to help with the Foster Care Christmas 
Party, please contact Laura Bohannon 
at lauraclaire70@cox.net.   
 

Please contact Pat Davis at 373-7283 for more 
information.   

Happy Anniversary to Youé.. 

 

COOR (Childrenôs Opportunity, 

Our Responsibility) Newsé.. 

4 Aaron and Kristina Furman 

5 Jack and Christine Whitaker 

6 John and Theresa Orr 

6 George and Janeen Wadzita 

18 Jack and Alice Clark 

18 John and Maureen Longbottom 

21 Adrian & Amber Smith 

22 Douglas and Jennifer Gonzalez 

8 Justin and Jana Murgia 

9 Justin & Hazel Bohardt 

10 David and Judy Gregg 

14 David and Laura Bohannon 

14 David and Danna Daley 

mailto:lauraclaire70@cox.net
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These are exciting times at St. Mi-
chael!  On Rally Day, 420 wor-
shipped as we kicked off the new 
Sunday School year with over 120 
people of all ages involved in our 
Sunday School program under the 
Spirit-filled leadership of Jodi Cox 
a n d  S h a r o n  L o n g ,  C o -
Superintendents and their team of 
teachers. The annual Rally Day Pic-
nic at Red Wing Park, under the ca-
pable and Spirit-filled leadership of 
Fellowship Ministry Leader Cheryl 
Matyas and her team, featured great 
food, fun and games for all and 
beautiful weather as well. We wel-
comed Juliet Hutchens as our new 
Director of Faith Development and 
Bill Hartman as a new member of the 
congregation council serving in the 
position of Property Liaison. Roger 
Whittaker, our Facilities Manager, 
has been busy painting Julietôs of-
fice, coordinating installation of new 
chocolate brown carpeting in the 
Church Office and correcting the 
consequences of my weed whacker 
abuse. The Lay Visitation Team and 
Lay Assisting Ministers have begun 
serving and learning. The senior high 
school youth are meeting again each 
week at COWS (Church on Wednes-
day Suppers), the choirs are re-
hearsing and several Bible Studies 
and other study opportunities are 
available.  On St. Michael Sunday, 
we installed Pastor Chris and Juliet, 
then feasted together to celebrate 
the occasion, thanks to Cheryl Mat-
yas and her Fellowship Ministry 
team. We have also been blessed 
with a variety of musical gifts in wor-
ship through the summer. Danna 
Daley has served as our liturgical 
worship leader and Randy Bittner 
has coordinated the senior choir and 
worship band while many others 
have glorified the Lord in worship 
and praise. Will Reardon, our tal-
ented and well equipped photogra-
pher, has captured many of the 
events to share with you in our news-
letter.  I thank the Lord for all He has 
inspired at St. Michael! 
 
The Council voted to shift the Annual 
Congregation Meeting to January 
2010 to help keep our focus through 

the Advent and Christmas season. 
Departing council members will 
serve a few weeks longer until their 
successors are elected by the con-
gregation and spending will continue 
at 2009 levels until the new spend-
ing plan is approved. 
 
Preparation of the 2010 Spending 
Plan has begun. Ministry Team 
Leaders are requested to submit 
your inputs to your Council Liaison 
or Deane Hennett, Finance Ministry 
Team Leader. 
 
Over $1,200 (as of 9/21/09) has 
been contributed in support of our 
seminarian, Aaron Fullerôs, cross-
cultural immersion experience in 
the Holy Land in January 2010. We 
thank the Lord for your contributions 
as a tangible expression of support 
to Aaron. 

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month and we thank the Lord for 
Pastor Chris and his family! Please 
let him know how much you appreci-
ate him and his dedication to serve 
the Lord in Word and Sacrament 
here at St. Michael. 
 
I thank the Lord for all of you - our 
pastor, our staff and all the members 
of the Body of Christ at St. Michael!  
Many of you are serving in so many 
ways and I thank the Lord for each 
of you who are helping share Godôs 
Good News and love with all people. 

You are blessed 
to be a Blessing! 
 
Finances:  
The Lord contin-
ues to provide for 

ministry at St. Michael. Overall year 
to date, income has exceeded ex-
penses by about 1% and we are on 
track to finish 2009 in the black. Re-
quired mortgage principal payments 
of $3,600 per month will resume in 
November 2009 as planned. 
 
Stewardship Annual Appeal:  
In October, we will focus on the gifts 

of time, talents and financial resources 
with which the Lord has blessed us. The 
theme ñYou are Blessed to be a Bless-
ingò reminds us that all we have comes 
from the Lord. He has entrusted us to 
serve as stewards or managers of these 
resources so that we may develop our 
gifts, grow in faith, and so that others 
may know Godôs love in tangible ways. 
God gives, not to us, but through us. 
Godôs work, our hands! 
 
Ministry Fair:  
When:  Sunday morning, October 25

th
  

Where:  The Fellowship Hall 
Why:  Come and see how God is pour-

ing out His love 
in many ways 
through the 
wide variety of 
ministries at St. 
Michael. Come 
and see how 
you can experi-
ence the joy of 

sharing the unique time and talents with 
which you have been blessed to share 
Godôs love with others! 
 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter:  
Looking for the perfect anniversary gift 
for your spouse? A Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter weekend can rekindle the 
sparks you felt on your 
wedding day! Give 
your relationship the 
priority you both de-
serve. Marriage En-
counter is 44 hours of 
opportunity to focus on 
each other, learn and 
practice important tools needed for any 
healthy marriage, like communication.  
If youôd like greater depth, growth, and 
enrichment in your relationship, youôll 
like the difference a Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter weekend can make! The 
next Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekend will take place on Novem-
ber 6-8, 2009 in Gaithersburg, Mary-
land . Space is limited, but if you register 
this month, you can be assured a place 
on the weekend.  For more information 
or to register, call George and Janeen 
Wadzita at 689-8322, or visit the web-
site at: www.GodLovesMarriage.org. 

 
Continued on page 5... 

From our Council President, George Wadzitaé.. 

 

MINISTRY 

FAIR IS
  

COMING! 
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Social Ministry News!  
 

A very special thank you to Mike 
Eller who will now be co-chairman of 
the Social Ministry Team with Carol 
Pilgrim! 

 

ANNUAL COAT DRIVE  
 

Thank you to all that were able to 
bring in coats and jackets for the chil-
dren and adults in our 
community, both in the 
Virginia Beach schools 
and the Samaritan 
House.  We will give you 
a grand total of how many coats we 
collected in the November newslet-
ter.   

TOILETRIES FOR  
THE LIGHT HOUSE 

 

Also, thank you for collecting toiletry 
items during your travels this sum-
mer.  The Light House continues to 
be in need of shampoo, lotion, condi-
tioner, and soap through out the 
year. 

ONGOING PROJECTS 
 

Other information about ongoing pro-
jectsé So far we have provided the 
Lion's Club with 40 eyeglasses.  
These will be given to those in need 
in the Virginia Beach area.  We have 
also given the Samaritan House a 
total of 30 used cell phones to be 
programmed for 911.  The Pennies 
for Prescriptions is still in swing and 

so far we have collected $78.73 this 
year!  Thank you again for all of your 
support to help people in our commu-
nity!  As always, you are welcome to 
come and join the fun at the Sentara 
Nursing Center for Bingo with Steve 
Jackson on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30.  The center is lo-
cated off Rosemont Road at the end of 
Sentara Way. 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY 
 

The Food Pantry at St. Michael is now 
also being supported by Nimmo Meth-
odist Church.  They will be helping us 

collect food to contribute 
through our pantry.  We now 
have the support of three lo-
cal churches, including St. 
John Catholic Church and 
Sandbridge Community Meth-

odist Church, who have been helping us 
for the past several years!  
 

OCTOBER PROJECT 
 

Our October project is to collect twin 
sized, washable blankets for the Light 
House winter shelter program.  The 
blankets can be brand new or gently 
used.  Wal-Mart usually has low prices 
on them if youôd like to 
purchase a blanket.  
There will be a large 
box located in the Fel-
lowship Hall to put them in.  Thank you 
in advance for your support! 
 

A LOOK AHEAD AT  
FALL & WINTER PROJECTS  

 

NOVEMBER:  St. Michael will be 
putting together Thanksgiving food 
baskets for approximately 65 families 
in the Virginia Beach area.  The sign 
up sheets will be available on No-
vember 2, 8, and 15.  You can sign 

up at either the 8:30 or 
11:00 service.  If you are 
able to assemble or deliver 
baskets, the help would be 
greatly appreciated.  We 

will be assembling on November 20
th
 

and delivering on November 21
st
. 

 

DECEMBER:  After Thanksgiving, 
we will start working hard on the 
Christmas projects.  We hope to put 
together 65 more food baskets.   The 
sign up sheets will be available on 
November 29, December 6, and 13 
at both services.  The assembly date 
is on December 18

th
 and delivery is 

December 19
th
.   

 

ANGEL TREE:  We also hope to do 
our yearly Angel Tree.  
This is to provide local 
children with needed 
items, such as clothes, 
for Christmas gifts.  
More details and infor-
mation will be forthcoming about this 
project.  Your generosity and kind-
ness is truly appreciated!  Thank you 
St. Michael!   

Social Ministry Newsé.. 

Project Connect:  
One of our recent college gradu-
ates, Kerri Wadzita, is serving in a 
church internship program for young 
adults called Project Connect. The 
ELCA program has one overarching 
goal, to involve young adults in pro-
grams, projects, retreats and discus-
sions about how God is calling them 
to build a life. Kerri is serving under 

the mentorship of a Lutheran pastor at All Saints 
Lutheran Church in Lutz, Florida as she discerns 
what form Godôs call may take for her. Kerri is 
staying with a family from the congregation and 
receives a small stipend for her service to cover 
living expenses. 

Two of the church offices got a fresh coat of paint, 
thanks to Roger Whittaker.  Although he is VERY care-
ful when he paints, I still ended up with paint on my tail! 
 

Last Wednesday the High School Youth group, called 
COWS, met for their regular Wednesday night dinner.  

Yum - Yum!  The food was great and I didnôt even have to cook that 
night!   
 

Last Sunday while scurrying between Sunday School classes I 
heard great stories about the Bible.  I canôt wait till next week to 
hear more about Jesus.   
 

In October Iôm looking forward to the New Member Class, ñWalking 
Wetò taught by Pastor Chris beginning Sunday, October 11 and the 
Ministry Fair starting on Reformation Sunday, October 25.  For Hal-
loween I am going to put on my costume and attend the COWS Fall 
Costume Party, on Wednesday, October 28 and the LCF Fall Festi-
val on Saturday, October 31.  Hope I get lots of candy!!   

From Our Council President -  
Continued from page 4é.. 

Festus, the Church Mouseé.. 


