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THE MESSENGER

Reformation Month

St. Michael Cross

Dear Friends,

| write to you in the flush of an exciting September: the largest rally day in our history; 11 pilgrims
stepping forward to attend the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans; an outpouring of coat and
blanket collections; well staffed Sunday School with 5 adult offerings; COWS in gear; Youth choir
with a full compliment and adult & cherub choirs making joyful song; and a glorious St. Michael Day!
Wo w! What 6s next ?

This month in addition to our ongoing outreach and in-reach ministries we will conclude with a festal day of celebration,
Reformation Sunday. We commemorate the continuous re-forming nature of the Word in our midst. This year we inau-
gurate a tradition of awarding bibles to middle school youth on that day. Parents will place in their hands the Holy Scrip-
tures in accord with their baptismal promises.

All of this unfolds as we have kept our eye on the prize. The Cross of Christ is planted firmly in our midst. In my search
for an emblem to place on the invitation for my installation | discovered the cross of St. Michael above. This Coat of
arms was part of o6the her al dihecoatbfarmed $Suadertandd Eagt andi ngs
site, Wikimedia Commons.

It portrays mission and ministry of our humble congregation. The cross is at the heart of our ministry. Red signifies the
sacrifice of our Lord. Notice that the ends of it are budded. In medieval interpretation this signifies hope. In other
words, the cross of Good Friday is about to bloom into
ministry here. On every front there is excitement and interest in ministry as we continue to open our arms in hospitality
to all who visit.

Comments from visitors and new members continue to tout the welcome and energy of this congregation as we witness
to the resurrected Christ in our midst. We are cross centered and ready to bloom!

This cross focus is central to Lutheran theology and foundational to our spiritual lives. Unlike the world, Luther encour-
ages us to turn from self absorption.
Alf | focus on myself, then | become c¢ on devhetherdtintemdtoar t
not. Instead, Christ and my conscience must become one so that | see nothing else except the crucified and risen
Christ. o

In all things then let us turn to face the cross of hope. The budded cross witnesses to the endless possibility of faith in
Christ.
Ailnstead we turn our eyes directly toward the bronze
fix our gaze upon Hi m. o0 Lut her

Grace to you and blessings along the way!
Pastor Rob+

RALLY DAY THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone who helped make "Rally
Day" a big success. Especially to those who
helped set up, take down and also to our won-
derful cooks. Thank you to our youth members
who did the great job face painting. We all had a
great day despite the weather once again.
Thank You!

The Fellowship Ministry
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunderland_coat_of_arms#1974-1992

THE MESSENGER OCTOBER 2008

MORE RALLY DAY PICTURES

Thrivent Chapter Elections

It is 2009 Chapter Leadership Board election time. St Michael will hold the election on October 19™ between the 8:30 AM
and 11 AM services. All adult Thrivent Financial benefit and associate members are eligible to vote.

It is very important that St Michael Thrivent members participate in the voting. The Chapter is our access to Thrivent pro-
grams The Chapter provides matching funds or funding for hands on projects to assist Virginia Beach Lutheran churches
in their outreach ministries.

This year St Michael will receive funds for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Basket distributions, Prayer Shawl Min-
istry supplies, and matching funds for the Pennies for Prescriptions and Aluminum Can Recycling collected monies.
Thrivent also provides $1,600 as matching funds or for purchasing materials for hands on projects for use within the con-
gregation. The use of those funds for this year has not been identified yet.

Drawings for 4 door prizes per church will be held at the time of the election. The door prizes are $25 gift certificates to
Appl ebeebds, Olive Garden, Smokey Bones and Texas Roadh

ing.
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