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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

Donated 141 stuffed animals 
wrapped in hand crocheted or 
knitted blankets to the children 
at CHKD.  The ladies are work-
ing on more animals with blan-
kets to donate to CHKD.   
 

You can have a part in this car-
ing ministry by donating NEW 
stuffed animals approx. 6ò tall 
(Beanie Baby size) or NEW 
yarn.  Your prayers for the re-
cipients are also appreciated. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 
first and third Thursday of each 
month at 10:00 AM.  You donôt 
need to know how to knit or cro-
chet, the ladies will be happy to 
teach you.  For more information 
please contact Barbara Horvath 
at 233-0019 
  

ñRags!  Rags!  New rags for old,  
his tenor voice rang out across our fair city.ò 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
In my mind, Jesusô voice continues to sound itôs fullest measure.  
ñRags, rags, new rags for old!ò  Pastor Chrisô portrayal of Walt 
Wangerinôs Ragman was sublime, 
 

Taking the old, tired rags of my existence that covered the griefôs 
and wounds of a life sadly lived, He replaced them with the new 
clothes of a life spent following Him. He put new rags on me and 
I am now a reflection of the hope he offers to us all. The Rag-

man. The Christ.  
 

What a fabulous Lent and Easter season!  We traveled together 
exploring the deep Passion of Christ through our  Soup Sup-
pers, Vespers, Monologues, Devotional Interpretations and Wor-
ship Celebrations.  Writers, artists, musicians, chefs, teachers 
and many faithful prepared, cleaned, decorated, sang, played, 
prayed, arranged and planned their way to the heart of Godôs 

Passion for Us .  Our journey culminated with Sheila, Joel  and Andrew  exchanging 
old rags for new in baptismé Christ is Risen Indeed! 
 

As we bask in the glow of the Easter season, many dimensions of the resurrection 
will unfold before us.  Iôm reminded of John Paul IIôs words, ñDo not abandon your-
selves to despair.  We are the Easter people, Alleluia is our song!ò 
 

Boy, do we sing that song at SMLC!  As we turn to May, our W/M Team has already 
met to discuss plans for our Music Minister/Choral Director search.  It will be a new 
song to be sure!  Yet, before jumping to that, I am thrilled and amazed by the ways 
that our Song has been sung in the interim!  Danna  Daley  and Aaron Fuller have 
provided us with fine hymnody and wonderful liturgical accompaniment while Beth 
Ellingsworth led Vespers so beautifully.  Cynthia Bowen  added her viola, brass 
ensembleôs trumpeted both Palm Sunday and Easter.  Jud Frenchôs steel guitar 
and John Markenôs clarinet revealed our rich diversity.  Special music, solos and 
vocal ensembles supplemented a wonderful choir offering.  Karen Moyer  has 
worked tirelessly behind the scenes.  Randy Bittner  stepped up to insure choral 
leadership and Laura Fronk  led our children with enthusiasm and joy. 
 

So, we turn now to explore what God has in store as St. Michael turns to itôs next 
stage of music ministry.  I invite you to pray for your church 
and the worship and music team as we move forward.  Please 
continue to forward your suggestions.  Help us find a high cali-
ber, high energy musician to inspire, lead and gather the 
Easter people of St. Michael.  
 

May Alleluia be your song as we trade old rags for new  
throughout the Easter Season!  
Blessings along the Way! 
Pastor Rob+  

THANK YOU!  
 

To everyone who helped make 
the season of Lent and Easter a 
spectacular one.  The cooks out 
did themselves with the soups 
suppers on Wednesday eve-
nings.  A BIG thank you to the 
men for the Easter Breakfast 
Feast and to those who brought 
baked goodies.  A special thank 
you to all who helped decorate 
pots for the table decorations. 
 

What a most joyous day! 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Fellowship Ministry Team  
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FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT, GEORGE WADZITAé... 
 

I thank the Lord for all of you, our pastors, staff and the members of the Body of Christ at 

St. Michael! Observing behind the scenes through Lent, Holy Week and Easter was a bit 

like looking inside the skin of an Olympic athlete. All the myriad bodily systems working 

together and moving as one in grace and power. Over 800 people worshipped at St. Michael in the three Easter ser-

vices, which included many guests and visitors! No doubt many encountered the Love of Christ through your hospitality, 

greeting, sharing of the peace, musical offerings and conversation. May it be so every day as the Lord Jesus shines 

though you! 
 

I thank the Lord for His many servants who have offered their time, talents and treasures to Godôs glory! I recently tried 

to compile a list of all those who regularly serve the Lord at St. Michael in some specific capacity and already have over 

300 names on the list! This does not even include each person who sees something that needs to be done and pitches 

in to carry it out on the spot. To thank just a few by name: 

Thanks to Wendy Barcroft, Laura Fronk, Randy Bittner, Danna Daley, Aaron Fuller, Beth Ellingsworth, and many other 

talented vocalists and musicians of all ages who lead us in music for worship to Godôs Glory during Lent and Easter 

services!  

Thanks to Cheryl Matyas, Joanna Lauridsen, Mike Young and many others for coordinating, setting up and preparing 

the delicious breakfasts on Easter morning! 

Thanks to Jodi Cox, Sharon Long, Karen Pyle and our whole staff of Sunday School teachers who love, support and 

teach young and old the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

Thanks to Paul and Beverly Lown who have been doing much planting and landscaping on the grounds and all who 
have responded to their appeal for flowers and plants! 

Thanks to Tim Cannon and his assistant who donated and spread mulch on the flower beds on our grounds last month! 
Thanks to Mike and Pat Bowen who have been weeding extensively around the grounds the past month! 
Thanks to the many lawn maintenance volunteers for lawn mowing and trimming and to Roger Fritz who has taken over 

maintenance of the equipment from Ken Pladsen ï thanks, Ken, for years of service often taken for granted but sin-
cerely appreciated! 

Thanks to Roger Whittaker for continuing to coordinate property maintenance efforts, aggressively seeking ways to cut 
costs and energy consumption and generally giving your attention to many mundane but necessary items! 

Thanks to Tom Darling, Church Sexton, for maintaining our property, cleaning, setting up and making repairs! 
Thanks to Sharon Long and all the contributors to the Lenten Devotional booklet who shared an inspirational message 

through each of the 40 days of Lent! 
 

So many more people served in so many ways and I thank the Lord for each of you who helped share Godôs Good 
News and love with all people! Jesus Christ is Risen indeed! 

Aaron Fuller has requested to step down from his Council position as he prepares to move out of the area and begin his 
Seminary experience later this summer. I thank the Lord for Aaron, for his faithful service on Council, as an active and 
energetic youth ministry leader and talented musician. While we will miss you among us, we will support and pray for 
you in your spiritual journey. The Council is seeking a leader to serve on Council for the remainder of Aaronôs term. 
 

Congratulations to our graduating seniors, both high school and college. May the peace of the Lord be with you and 

shine through you as you go into the world to share Godôs Good News and love with all people! 
 

Synod Assembly  
 

The Virginia Synod of the ELCA will be meeting for the annual assembly June 5th to7th at Roa-

noke College in Salem, Virginia. Please pray for our pastors and five delegates (3 adults and 2 

youth) who will be attending the assembly to corporately discuss, debate and vote on current is-

sues and the future of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

 

Continued on page 3 
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DO NOT  

ENTER  

THROUGH  

CHURCH  

SMLC Pre-School Notice  
 

What a BUSY place Saint Michael is every day of the  week!  The pre-
school staff has a request to make.  If you need to enter the pre-school 
area during school hours, please go through the pre-school main out-
door entrance.  This is necessary to ensure the security of the children 
as promised to their parents.  We know that it is easier to enter through 
the hallway from the church and we appreciate the extra effort on your 
part. 
 

Thanks!  Pre-school Board 

From Your Council President continued from page 2 

Strategic Planning  
 

The Strategic Planning Team continues work on preparing a strategic plan for our future. Five strategy development 

groups were formed to carry forward the work of preparing a Strategic Plan for St. Michael. These five groups are devel-

oping broad goals and specific objectives in five biblically derived categories of Jesusô ministry, including preaching 

(Worship and Music), teaching (Faith Development), nurturing (Congregational Life), touching (Outreach) and resourc-

ing (Administration and Plant Management). The entire strategic planning team will meet again on May 30th to share the 

strategies and identify the resources required to accomplish them. In preparation for this next step, other members of 

the congregation will be invited to provide their inputs and perspectives to the groupsô work. If you would like to partici-

pate or provide inputs, please contact Denise Murden at 721-0659 or George Wadzita at 689-8322. Please pray for 

Godôs plan for St. Michael to be revealed in this effort. 
 

Stewardship Verse of the Month  
 

ñRiches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in 

your hand to make great and to give strength to all. And now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise 

your glorious name. But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to give this freewill offer-

ing? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.ò (1 Chronicles 29:12-14 New Re-

vised Standard Version) 
 

Finances  
 

Income continued to keep pace with planned spending through the month of April. At the April Council 

meeting, the Council reviewed our financial status and made a decision to transfer $2,000 to the Invest-

ment account to begin to restore financial reserves used last year. A decision on other funding other 

spending priorities, such as paying down mortgage principal, was deferred to May when Holy Week 

and Easter giving could be evaluated.  A payment of $1,200 was made toward mortgage principal in 

February 2009. 
 

United Lutheran Appeal  
 

While we are able to reach out and serve many in our community, our congregation cannot physically carry out our min-

istries everywhere. When we partner with organizations and institutions such as the nine organizations supported by the 

United Lutheran Appeal (ULA), we can be the hands and arms of Christ in places that we may never go. The ULA pro-

vides necessary funding for nine ministries of the Virginia Synod of the ELCA, including Lutheran Family Services, 

Camp Caroline Furnace, Hungry Mother Lutheran Retreat Center, National Lutheran Home and Village, Virginia Lu-

theran Homes, Chaplain Services of the Churches of Virginia, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Roanoke Col-

lege and the Lutheran Council of Tidewater. The annual ULA will take place during the Easter season, through Pente-

cost. Consider a monetary gift over and above your regular giving to support these ministries that are daily sharing 

Godôs Good News and love with all people! 
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ST MICHAEL  

MENõS MINISTRIES 

Men's March Breakfast  
 
 

Come and join us 
Saturday, May 9 at 

9:00 am  for some 
great food, fun, fel-
l o w s h i p , 
and service. After a 
hearty man-sized breakfast and 
some friendly banter, we'll worship 
together and work together around 
the church. We are always looking 
for Breakfast chefs to prepare the 
breakfast feast! Bring a friend to 
come and see  all that God is do-
ing through His mighty men here at 
St. Michael!  If you can help, 
please contact Mike Young at 518-
9699. 

ST. MICHAEL LADIES MINISTRIES  
¶Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first and third Thursday of each 
month at 10:00 AM.  No skills required - we will teach you how to make 
a prayer shawl.  Prayer Shawl Ministry is accepting donations of NEW 
stuffed animals approx. 6ò tall (Beanie Baby size) and NEW yarn, wor-
sted weight preferred.  And we always need your prayers for the work 
of our hands and to bless the recipient of a prayer shawl. 

¶The Sewing Ministry needs your help!  Please tie a knot in the quilt 
hanging in the fellowship hall, and as you tie say a prayer for the quilt 
maker and the recipient. This is an ongoing  ministry and we thank you 
for your continuing support. Sewing Ministry meeting dates:  May 5 & 
May 19 at 10:00am and May 12 & May 26 at 7:00pm.   For more in-
formation about the Sewing Ministry please contact Ann Walls at 426-
2653 

¶Ladies of St. Michael meet the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm 

CELEBRATE 5 YEARS AT SMLC FOR  
PASTOR CHRIS 

 

Think back five years ago to 2004, what were you doing?  
One family in our midst was getting 
ready to pack up everything and 
move here to be part of St. Mi-
chaelôs Lutheran Church. Pastor 
Chris, Cynthia and Carolina were 
saying their goodbyes and moving 
to Virginia Beach to join us in mis-

sion and ministry. As a congregation we would like to cele-
brate that anniversary with a picnic at Red Wing Park on 
Sunday June 14 beginning at 12:30 pm.  
 

There will be games for all.  Donôt forget to bring your soft-
ball glove and bat as we hope to get a softball game going 
too. We will have barbeque pork and chicken catered for a 
cost of $5.00 per person. We also hope to have families 
bring either a side dish or a dessert to share. So sign up 
on the sheet in the fellowship hall so we have an accurate 
count of how much food to order. Your $5.00 per person 
can be put in the offering plate with an indication that it is 
for the picnic celebration for Pastor 
Chris.  
 

Remember: June 14 at Red Wing 
Park for games and a picnic. Cost is 
$5.00. We look forward to a wonder-
ful celebration. Any questions please 
contact Bobbie Cote at 563-2897 

Members and friends of St Michael Lutheran, 
 

Meredith and I had our little girl!  Magdalena Ellen was 
born on February 20, 2009.  She is very healthy and is 
beginning to smile a lot.  The joy of parenthood is even 
more exciting than I had anticipated.   
 

Recently a box arrived at our front door.  Inside was a 
cute shirt and hat from the Virginia Aquarium along with a 
beautiful bunny quilt from the ladies at St Michael.  This is 
especially special since I was a pastorôs kid growing up 
and received my favorite baby blanket from ladies at my 
dadôs church.  I know Magdalena will love it.  Thank you 
to everyone who was involved!   
 

My internship at Lutheran Church of the Cross in St Pe-
tersburg, Florida is going well.  On July 1

st
 Meredith, 

Maggie, and I head back to seminary in Columbia, South 
Carolina for my Senior Year. 
 

Blessings upon your spring!  
 

Aaron, Meredith & Maggie  
DeBenedetto 

is Sunday, May 10 


