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THE MESSENGER 
As we observe Lenté.. 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ROB  
 
Greetingôs Dear Ones, 
 
I write with great excitement as my first 
crack at publishing is underway.  
Thanks to Sharon and about forty of 
you, St Michaelôs Lenten devotional will 
be rolling off the presses in time for 
Ash Wednesday.  Our creative authors 
range from six to sixty

++
.  They have submitted graphics, 

paintings and prose under the theme of Godôs Passion 
for Us.   The finished work will include the entire Passion 
narrative from Markôs gospel and supporting scripture pas-
sages.  I hope that you find it useful for your Lenten jour-
ney and let our folks know how much you appreciate their 
efforts. 
 
Godôs Passion for Us also forms the theme for our whole 
Lenten Journey.  On Wednesday evenings, Pastor Chris 
and I look forward to joining you for soup and Lenten Ves-
pers.  This year we will examine the roles of six prominent 
figures in Jesusô trial and execution: Pilate, Barabbas, Jo-
seph of Arimathea, Mrs. Pilate, Peter and Mary Magda-
lene.  This sermon series will consider the use and abuse 
of power by the authorities in Jesusô day.  It is titled 
ñPower & Passion.ò  Pastor Chris and I were inspired to 
create this series by Samuel Wells book of the same title.  
It is our fervent hope that it will continue to unfold Godôs 
Passion for Us in very challenging times. 
 
This week, at the Synod Conference gathering, we be-
came even more fully aware of the downturns impact.  Our 
colleagues detailed challenges which are sounding all too 
familiar; mortgage deficits, pay cuts, job loss and work-
place anxiety.  Two of our colleagues had spouses who 
lost jobs or were transferred to keep them.  During the 
session, I caught P.C.ôs eye, I knew what he was thinking, 
ñthe Gospel of Jesus Christ is our hope.  We must con-
tinue to share the good news with all our being!ò  We left 
concerned but even more committed to the vision of St. 
Michael, ósent to share Godôs good news and love with 
all people.ô     
 
We stand at the ready to listen, aid and bring Godôs com-
fort to anyone suffering hardship in our community.  Re-
member, God has a passion for you.  It is our distinct privi-
lege to make sure you know this deep in your bones.   
 

Continued next column 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
AT ST. MICHAEL  

 

Our Lenten journey began with the 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner which 
was held on Wednesday, February 24. 

 

The next step in our Lenten Journey was Ash Wednes-
day, February 25. 
   

The Lenten Soup Meals and Lenten Vespers 
begin on Wednesday, March 4th at 6:00pm.  
These Soup Meals and Services will continue 
through April 1st.   
 

Come join us for good food, great fellowship 
and a spiritual blessing.  Remember to sign up on the 
posters provided in the Fellowship Hall.  See you 
there!!!  

Continued from column 1 

 
Similarly, we are certain that St. Michael remains a bea-
con of hope to Virginia Beach because of our passion for 
His Passion.  Let me encourage you to invite your friends 
and neighbors to join you on Wednesday Evenings or 
Sunday mornings.  People are anxious and afraid.  They 
need to hear some good news right now.  We are commit-
ted to making sure they will know of Godôs Passion for 
Us. 
 
Blessings along the Way,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Rob 
 
P.S. ï In our effort to ókeep you in the knowô, weôll be con-
ducting a State of the Congregation meeting on March 
15

th
 between the services.  Your president, George 

Wadzita and I are also working on a óGood News Noteô to 
share financial and other numbers news of SMLC.  Cur-
rently, it is our intention to make those available bi-weekly.  
More on that as it develops ï RC+ 
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�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �´�7�K�D�Q�N�� �<�R�X�µ�� �W�R��
the Youth who worked so 
hard to make the St. 
�9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V�� �'�L�Q�Q�H�U�� �'�D�Q�F�H��
a success!  Erin Comer-
ford, Missy Pringle, 
Caity Van Fossen, Brock 
Bittner, Connor Cosmas, 
Brock Allen, Kathryn 
Walls, Natasha Cote, 
Tori Van Fossen, Victoria 
Long, Emily Bruton  
 

�$�Q�G�� �´�7�K�D�Q�N�� �<�R�X�µ�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
adults who worked be-
hind the scenes. Sharon 
Long, Tina Allen, Bobbie 
Cote, Cheryl Matyas and 
the Fellowship Team.   

�6�W�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O�����Q�G���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�L�Q�Q�H�U���'�D�Q�F�H�� 
The fellowship was great, the food was delicious and the dancing was fun!  


